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And firſt, touch ug their Heathenifh 
and Diabolicall inſtitution, 


Cog Mpieticis then growen to its full 

-.% heigth, when it once preſumerh 
' to boaſt of it ſelfe. Player have 
ever been condemned by godly 


Chriſtians but now wehe 
| ii growen to ex- 
o defende their qualitie : And 
that which Wiſe and Good men 
haue euer repudiated for euill, they would haue vs re- 


ceiue and imprace for commodioxs good, Wh one 
of eas ſt the whole ere) hath publiſhed enn 


Apologie for Aclorr: Which no ſooner it reſented it 
ſelfe voto my view, but in dren there? bou 


wondring ia my minde, what M. For could for 
hinſelfe, bos ige his M's Festen, Bit LF; 
had peruſ'd it, & tead ir ouer, conſidered, that the by 
too too many credilous e might be ed, an 

therefore a ma: ter (in ſome fort) worth the anſwering ; 
and yet I perceiued fuch ſlender aflertions to be allead- 
ged in ce thereof, that I deemed it not worth the 
rb ke, ag wined and e Pupil ths 
rather by ſome ſingle wit illiterat Pupill,thatthe 
ir ol bevy might be the more glorious; and 


theoucrthrow given, the more ſhameful and infamous 
IV; A2 Where- 
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Wherefore] although ranged amongſt the companie of 
ſuch vnlearned Nouices, and fitting lag-tayle in the 
loweſt Fourme of their Shoole, haue notwithſtanding 
vndertaken to oppoſe and refute this e Apologie, becaule 
it doth not .. a better Ingene then mine owne, to 
batter all the Bulwarks and Fortreſſes therein rayſed to 
oppugne the trueth, euer hitherto delivered and prea- 
ched againſt thelc Stagerites, and prophane ſpectacles 
preſented in the Theaters, to the as prophane fights of all 
that goeto be ſpectators of them. Nor in thus doing, 
haue I entreated any, to be a Patron and Protector of 
theſe vnripe Fruits of my weake vnderſtanding, againſt 
any the callumniations of thoſe that vndoubtedly | ex- 
pect to reſiſt my good intention (being ſuch onely as 
wallow in worldly pleaſure, ot haue their mindes ſtrict- 
ly bound thereto) becauſe | know all good men, rightly 
religiouſly and ſinceerely diſpoſed, and all ſuch as with 
Reaſon ſhall weigh in the ballance of their ſound iudge- 
ment, what I have written in this Booke will with emu- 
lation ſtriue, and if need be, contende who ſhall firſt pa- 
tronize my worke. 4 
And although A. Afor with all his complices and 
abettors, may condemne mee for an vnlearned Punie; 
and withall ſay, that I haue but Shot my Fooles Bolt at him: 
YetlIamperſwaded I mall not ſhoote in vaine, bug at 
leaſt- wiſe wound, though 1 doe not kill: I meane, giue 
his Apologie ſuch a Blarre, that it ſhall not be able after 
neuer ſo much waſhing, to ſhew a cleane face againe. 
But in caſe he ſhall vpbraide me for my barbariſme and 
vnpoliſhed Phraſes voyde ot all elegancie and commen- 
dable ſtile, which throughout my whole Treatiſe I ſhall 
erforce vſe, being I was neuer ſchooled in the arts of 
—— prattized in Rhethpricke & Eloquence, 
it skills not: For | truſt not on him, but depende on o- 
thers for the equitie of the cauſe I vndertake, knowing, 
that Tructh the more naked it appearer, the more comely it pre- 


"5 e 
* 


© 


— w» + © © 


oath.  Þ 


LCD 


eApolegy for ads. 
ſents it ſelfe to all men, _— Aanerſarier. 

And no to vſe no longer, or more tedious prolo- 
cutions, I will ſet downe the Method, I meauc to follow 
in my _— Diſcourſe : Which is, Firſt to refute 
and oppoſe ſuch afſcrtions wherewith A. Actor ſeemes 
tod himſelfe: And afterward,to aduance the truth 
I rake in hand; yea'uen inthe ſame tripartit diuiſion, as 
himſelfe hath vſed in his eFpologie. And ſo(ad rem aggre- 


du) to the purpoſe. 


OP, who in the beginning, Created all 
Y thinges for his owne Glorie; and next 
1 humftte, for the ſervice of Mankind, a- 
| c mong other thinges hath Created many 
for the Recreation of mans wearied ſpi- 
rites, that after ſome refe@10n, hee might 
the more dilengently and earneſtly apply himſelfe to 
the honeſt labours of his Calling. This benigne grace 
of the Almghtie, men not content thank efully to accept 
of, nor moderatly to vſe, they haue vnthanłful ly per- 
uetted and abuſed turning the grace of God into wan- 
tonneſſe: and in coutinuance of time by little and little, 
through Sathans meanes, haue deuiſed many vnla w full 
arti ficiall Pleaſures, whereby they might paſſe away (as 
their name Paſtimes fignific) the moſt precious time of 
their life (which th'Apoſtle exhorts Wariy to redeeme,) 
idlely and truitleſle, without any profite to the Church, 
or Common-wealth wherein they liue, or to their owne 
ſoules, which they ought heedfully to regard: But to the 
corruption of their Manners, drowning all Virtues in 
them, and choaking vp of the good Seed of the Ford, 
which ſhould dwell plentifally in their heartes, and in 
ſtead thereof, ſowing the Tr reaped from vngodly 
4 A3 and 
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and obſcæne Stage-playes, the moſt impious and perni- 
tious of all other valawtull artificial Pleaſi nes. To th c 
beholding of which, very many (more the pittie . 
iti & unpetu ceguntur, ate by the prauitie of theit nature, 
addicted wholy o Plcaſures) carrycd as it were W. th 
torceand violence. Yea many of them in ther lieartes 
willing to conſume many Patrimonics, ycarely ſpen- 
ding many poundes on theſe vaine repreſcntations. 
by which meanes, the actors of them finde ſuch ſweete 
gaines to maintaine their idle life, that they giue their 
whole induſtrie to various and mimicall muentions, 
that they might become Men pleaſort, and thoſe moſt ot 
the pro haneſt condition; and ſo conſequently diſplea- 
ſers of GOD. For none can ſerue theſe two Maiſters to- 
geather, GOD and Belial. And now at laſt, by giuing 
two howers vaine Babling for as many howers gathe- 
ring of Money, ſome of them become rich in the Com- 
mon- wealth; and withall, proud to publiſh vnſauorie 
Apologies, for their impious Seminaries of evill Manners, 
(their Player Imeane, which breed ſuch euill effectes, as 
hereafter euety wheare ſhall be ſhewed) and withall ex- 
hibiung them to the patronage of moſt Honorable 
peetes, chereb y doubly to decciue them whom they haue 
alrcady ſeduced; I hat if tuch a one ptote ct it. Oh tis a 
worthy ſubiect, and to be 1mbraced (of them that hate 
goodnelle) and who then dare contradictit? Yes alln- 
redly many thouſands, eſpecially of graue and reverend 
Preachers of the W ood. that hate their Player for as bad 
Poy ſontothe Minde, as the byting of a V per to the 
Fieth. Whom AZ. Adler in th e ſecond line of his Apo! 14, 
moſt rudely calleth Sedimexs ſelliſte, having neither re. 
card to the vnitie wich by application of the divine 
W ord they procure twixt man & man, & by their admi- 
niſtrie betwixt God and man and lis owne Conſcience, 
conttary to all ſedition in the world : Whom allo after. 
wards, he giues toorth to be too Sower for Food, and too 
ranches 
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rue for Fodder . Happily becauſe hee, nor any of his 
fellowes can digeſt their good inſtructions and ſacred 
doctrines either as Food for men, or as Fodder for ſuch 
Beaſtes, But this firſt fault ot his, may be pardoned, qr: « 
conſuetudo eit altera natara, becauſe that cuſtome of Ray- 
lng & Backbiting vpon the Stage with his tongue, hath 
brought him to vle the fame ſcurrility with his Pen. 
Atterwards followes, that the Princes of this Land 
among ft other things haue tollerated certaine Theaters. 
Which is not to be denycd: but the Reaſon why, is to be 


enquired. For in like caſe is Vſurie, Dicing, Sortile- Why Playcs 
gie, &c. tolletated; yet none approoued and allowed. 27e tollcrated. 


And why then are Theater: tollerated ? It is anſwered by 
Chriſt him(ſeife vpon the like occaſion, in the Ghoſpell 
of S. c Matthew, where being demaunded of the Phari/cr, 


Why Moſer aid commannd a man to give a Bill of Dinorcement, Much, 19. 5.8. 


and put away buy Wife ? Hee aniwered : Ioſes berawſe of the 
baraneſſe of your heartes, ſuffered you to pat away your Wines. 
And ſo Princes in theſe times, ſuffer (not allow) ſuch 
cnormities, for the hardnefle of their fubiectes heartes ; 
and for no other cauſes. 

Next enfucth his fayned dreame of the Au N pe- 
mine; where by tooth and nayle he labouys to he what 
good the Her vſually effecteth. Whith becauſceittou- 
cherh the qualitie of Player, I referre ro connince, till I 
enter vpon battering the Third part of hus Treatiſe, be- 
cane Iwill not wearie the Reader with too often r 
titions which I ſhall ſometimes be conſtrained vnto. Yet 

methings therein hereafternot to be touched, may not 

epaſt ouer in ſilence. For after the fe had recoun- 
ted all her worth, and priſtine honour wherewith ſhee 
tad been graced : Then peruerſcly doth ſhe exclaime. 
But now; the Iron age, and Blackmonth'd Currer 
Barks at the virtues of the former world. 


This age, is the Iron age indeed: and why ? Becauſe yy, dis a 
the Magiſtrates throughout almoſt euery Cittie in the the Iron age, 


Cato, 


>ENECCA, 
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Land, by their authoritie [repreſented in the Iron Sword 
borne before them *Parcere ſubie tus, & debellare ſuperbes ) 
doe prohibite them from entring their precincts to ex- 
erciſe their craftes. Whom it chey adnut, it's vawilliag- 
ly through the great ſute made vnto them. Whereby 
the hardnetle ot the peoples heartes the more appeares, 
in that they ſtriue freely to giue acceſſe for ſinne to enter 
in and take polleſsion of them. Beſides, the honourable 
Citic of London hath ſpued them out from within her 
Walles, and reiected them to take vp their ſtanding in 
the Remoteſt places of the Suburbes, or no where elſe 
within her Iuriſdiction. 

Next, hath the Afuſe, or rather AM. Actor, againe in- 
curred js former lycentiouſneſſe, impiouſly — 
toorth blaſphemous words, calling reuerend Preachers, 
Blackmouth'd Curres: Becauſe, 

They tax the Vices of theſe preſent timet, 
Seebe to reclaime mens mindes i gon aſtray, 
AMos-ſpending precious time, to ſee 4a Play. 
Next. Some, whom for their baſene(ſe bift and ſcornd, 
The Stage as lothſome hath long ſince ſpued aur. 

And how comes this to paſſe? But cucn thus; Sinne 
leaues them: Why ? becauſe they leave Sinne. And ſo 
Playes leauc them, becauſc they leaue Player, For further 
anſwere to which, I will recite this example. That the 
wiſc ¶ ats once went into the Theater at ame, and pre- 
ſently ie foorth againe : and being demaunded 
why he did ſo; anſwered, He went into the Theater anly that 
he might be ſcene and knowne to goc aut oft. No let all men 
judge by this an{were, er the Theater rciected 
him or hee the Theater. 

Next, doth 4f42{tor for his Mſecry out, Oh Seneca! 
whom non ſooner would oppoſe himſelfe againſt 
Chriſtian pietie. And yet I much doubt ot it: For in his 
Epiſtles he wrote; /t i very dangerous to be preſent at fuch 
freer. And in his fturſt Epiſtle of the third Booke, he de- 
clares 
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clares the diſſolutneſſe, diſorders, and inconuenience that 
haue enſucd thereby. 

Next doth Af. Adder deriue his originall of acting 
Pleyes from the firſt Olympiad. When in the preſence of 
Hercules there was pet ſonated the worthy exploits of his 
Father Jupiter: Which wrought ſuch impreſsion in his 
minde,that in emulation of his fathers valour, he perform'd 
his twelue Lobours, Him Theſenr followed, and eAchuller 
Theſens,cc. To prooue this falſe, be it manifeſted that there 
were many Hereales : For the Author of Zenophons equinoca, 
ſayth ; That the moſt auncient Kinges of Noble ſamilies, were ſtill 
called Saturnes, their eldeſt Sonnet Iupiters, and their hardieſt 


Grandchildren Hercules. Twlly recounteth ſixe of them: 6, Hercules, 


1. Sonne of the eldeſt 7owe & Liſcuut. 2.Ans/fgiptianionne 
to Niles. 3. Onedcificd amongſt the Idea. 4. Sonne to 
Aſtery Latenas Daughter. 5. The Indian Belus. 6. The third 
Inupiters Sonne by Alcemena, Uarre reckoneth 44. Siculur 
hath but three of them: 2. An «/£giptiaxthe worthieſt, made 
Generall ofthe Ar. nie by Ori «tor ſtrength and vallour, 
he trauayled moſtpart of the World, and erected a Piller in 
Lybia: He lied betore the ſecond Herculet Alcmend's ſonne 
abouc 1000. yearcs, And this ſecond Hercules, emulated 
him, (not his father Jupiter) and therefore was called A1. 
caur, T hethird was Heremles of Crete; a famous Souldicr, 
inſtitutoc of the Olympian Games. This Panſanias callech 
Idenr, which is the third amongſt the ſixe numbted before 
by Zully. And thus was that Herewles which triumphed as 
victor on Mount O/ymps: : the other, liued a whole Gene- 
ration before his time; to whom the ambitious, and fabu - 
lous Greekes aſctibe the labouts of the reſt. And therefore, 
as he ordained not the Olympian Games, ſo neither was he 
victor of them; for we neuer read of two Hercules on the 
Mc unt at once: Nor in the firſt Ohl did he behold his 
Fathers warlike deeds perſonated before him. Wherefore 
this Af. Aer Originallof Player, is to be held diſproouedy 
and that lus Hercules by probable coniecture, never beheld 
| B. 
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Vion, 


Romulus his eth it) what Plays they were, They were (reenſian [layes, 
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Play at all. And fo as the Propoſition is ouerthrowne, the 
Aſsumption of others that fould imitate him, is diſa- 
nuld; and conſequently the Concluſion cleane convinced: 
and further yet for vnſoundneſle, to be confounded. For 
where he ſay th, It may be magmed bad Achilles neuer lined, 
Alexander had newer conquered the World, Hee 1s condem- 
ned cuen by AMxanders one wordes : For when he went 
againlt Ieraſe lem, and that [adds the High Prieſt and the 

\ Zewites met with him in their Prieſtly roabes, ſhewing him 
the Viſion of Gea by Damel concerning the Greeki/o Mo- 
narchie ouer the world : It is recorded that he anſlwered. 
And this great Gol by a Viſion in my ſleepe encouraged mee to an- 
dertake this weighty enterprize. So that not the lite of Achilles 
acted before him, but the Diume Viſion prickt him for- 
wards to the performance of his atchiuements, Other 
things follow, which belonging to the quality of Y, [ 
transferre to handle till the latter part of my Treatiſe, where 
with other matters together they are to be confuted. But 
the next proote of Antiquity for Stage-Plays by M Actor 
alleadged, is cut of Ou works, That Player were firſt in- 
ſtituted in Rome by Romulur; which to bee ſuch as Srage- 
Tia are, can neuer be affi · med, but to the contrary, Hor 
the Apologiſt humſelfe doth alleadge, that the patterne of 
the firſt T heater in Rome was brought from Athens, which 
Act was after the expulſion of their Kings. 

To ſhew then to others (for M. eAttor himſelfe know - 


ſuch as were kept vpon O/ympus Mount, to prone the war- 
like actiueneſſe of their Youth, in running, leaping, ſword- 
playing, and the like. And {rcenſe they were called, be- 
cauſe the place was encompalled with (words ,of Circa and 
Enſis,as ſaith Sermnr. For the Antiquity haurngnot yet or- 
day ned fit places wherein to exerc1'c their Youth, practi- 
zed them betwixt a river ſide and a ranke of ſwords, that 
the Idle might ſee danger on both ſides. Afterwards J- 
quanins Priſcus appoynted a Ring for them, that the pou 

* might 
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mightftand round, (as wee makearing for Wraſtlers in 
Meore-fields) which was called Circus maxims. Ande 

yeere once, ſaith Lu. were theſe Gaines celebrated, being 
diverſly named, as (Aſagm & Romani, & Circenſes, Next 
doth M. Aer ground himſelfe vpon his very probable and 
important argument (as he termes it. Ic. That in the time 
when Theaters mo(t flouriſhed at Rome, Chrift and his A- 
poſt es ſoiourned on the earth: yet neither in their Ser- 
mons, Bookes, Acts or Documents, haue they ſo much as 
named or touched them, but were content to paſſe them 
ouer. Manifeſtly falſe; For it is a poynt to bee held, and 
knowneitis for a truth, that ſome ſinnes there are which 
neuer were mentioned in holy write in ſpecte : and ſhall wee 
ſay then ſuch are no ſianes? Nay, ſome ſinnes are in the 
Scriptures vnſpoken of, which many moſt learned men 
are of opinion, that they ought not to be publickly hand- 
led: That the rather being vaknowne, the hardneſſe of 
mens hearts ſhould Not moue them to the committing of 
ſuch enormities, if knownethey were. This were enough 
to conuince and refute M. Actor important argument, but 
it ſhall not ſuffice; For it is euen poynted at wich the finger 
both in the olde and in the new Teſtament. In the old, 
Moſes ſetteth downe an euerlaſting morall Law , both for 


the preſent and future times, Deu 14. g. where het warneth Proofes of 
the Iſtaelites, that they hui not learne to doc after the abhomi- Sciptute 2- 


vation of the Gentiles, And what abhomination was after- ge Playes, 


ward morerife among the Narions,then Player preſented in 

honour of their Idols. And in the new Teſtament, S Pau! 

1." or chap 8.commandeth the Corinthians, that they ſhould ab- 

frame from fea/ting m Idolt Temples , and from things conſecrate to 
Idols. And Ads i 5.29 Write vnto them that they abſtaine them- 

ſelues from filthineſſe of Idols. And Ver. 29. That they abſtaine 
themſelues from things offered to Idols, Now what was offered 
and conſcerated to the honour of the [doll Gods or Diuels, 

more then Plays? And what fiichinefle of Idols ſhould they 
more auoid then Pla, which the more obſcene and ſcur- 
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rilous they werepreſented, the better pleaſed they the Di- 
uels which commanded ſuch ſolemnities to be kept, as (hall 
be declared hereafter ; wherein may be eſpied the Diuels 
drift in inſtituting ot them, that through their obſcenity he 
might corrupt the Gentiles manners. 

Next doth M. A#or obiect, that GOD hath created ſun- 
dry things fordelight : as lewels, Daintics, and Delicates 
to be moderately vſed, the Hare to be hunted, the Stagge 
to be chaſed, &c. All this I denie not. Yet ſhall hee neuer 
make me belecve that G O D did euer allow of Iuglers and 
Sortilegers, often ſpoken agamſt by Moſes, nor of Ieſtets, 
Vices, and Players, which ate all of a crue. 

Next doth M. Aer at ſitme, hee could neuer yet reade 
any Hiſtory of any Common - wealth which did not thriue 
and proſper whilſt theſe publicke ſolemnities were had in 
odoration. Heere doth hee ſecke to blindfolde the world, 
and leade vs hoodwinckt in a moſt palpable errour. As 
though partly P/ayes vpheld the ſlate ofa Common-weale, 
and not rather Vertue cleane gppolite againſt them. But 
although the Apologiſt hath produced no example to con- 
firme his allegation, yet will [recite worthy memorials to 
the contrary. Rome's Common-wealth which in glory ſur- 
paſled all other, in thoſe times when Theaters moſt flou- 
riſhed, then was moſt pitteouſly rent and torne. For a 
while after the inſtitution of Srage-playes, enſued thoſe moſt 
lamentable ciuill warres that were the ouerthro of the Ci- 
tics ſtate, as I will now declare 

L. Sy/la, and Nu, two mighty Citizens, through 
their ambition enuied each other ſo maliciouſly , that their 
priuate hatred grew into publicke factions. And at laſt 
their diſcord was ſo great, that they fought a ſet battaile at 
Porte Eſquiline. Where Maris being put to the worſt, fled 
into Africa. Marm thus ouercome, e going to warre 
vpon QNiithridate, left (mma , and Octuuus Conſulle in the 
Cittie. But {ima de ſirous of innouaſion, ſeuered himſelſe 
from his feliow, and was cliaſed out of the Cittie by him, 
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and his faction. Which iniuric Cina endeauouring to re- 
uenge, called backe Ai out of Africa. And he now ma- 
keth bloudie warres vpon his Country, and entring it with 
his angry forces, and mighty powers, butchered yp num- 
bers in euery corner of the Cittie, charging his Souldiers, 
that to whom ſo euer he returned not the ſalute, they ſhould 
immediatly diſpatch him: by which meanes an innumera- 
ble company, noble and ignoble were flaughtercd. And 
then in his ſeauenth conſulſhip he died. Soone after came 
$y/la out of Aſia, and rooted out CAHarins his ſonne, and all 
the whole faction of them veterly, And then tooke he vp- 
on him the perpetuall Ditaror-ſaip: wherein hee proſcribed 
many thouſands of the Roma Citizens with outragious 
cruelty , that they all thought Mau a mecke Lambe, in 
reſpect oſ him, though during his ſuperiority,he tyranizcd 
with vnſufferable cruelty and inſolence. So that betweene 
both, the whole Cittie, Streetes, Market-places, Temples, 
and Theaters themſelues, were filled with dead carkaſſes. 
Theſe mens factions, afterwards Pompey and Ceſar tooke 
vpafreſh. Pompey could endure no :quall , and Ceſar no ſuperi 
eur. So that moſt cruell and deadly warres aroſe betweene 
them. And at length, Ceſar getting the vpper hand, crea- 
teth himſclfe perpetuall Diator, — the Whole Em- 
pire vnder his owne ſubiection, & reduceth the Common- 
wealth into a Monarchy, And thus whiles Theaters flou- 
riſhed, and Stage plays were preſented in greateſt pompe, is 
the moſt flouriſhing eſtate of the Remane Common - wealth 
brought into a Monarchy. To this enſample many more 
might be added, and y et Ni. Actor could neuer reade of any 
ſuch Hiſtory. One more I will exhibite and ſo ceaſe. 

eAgrippma the mother of Nero, and Seneca his Tutor, both The fall of 
ambitious of gouernment, perſwaded Nero in the minority ( Ma 
of his age, to take his pleaſures, and leaue voto them the e. 
charge and paine of th 


| 
e publicke affaires of the Empire, | 
thinking that the fury of his youth would ware away with ' 
fond delights, and that r would enct eaſe with age, 

3 in 
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in meane time, that they would better gouerne then hee. 
Of this opinion was Burrut a ſingular perſon , and next to 
Seneca in the waighty cauſes of gouerument. Now there- 
fore Nero giues him(clte to all licentiouſneſſe: now magni- 
ficent Theaters are erected, and Srage-playes inſtituted: now 
the Poet pennes are ſet on wocke, Fragedians and Come- 

dians are buſily occupied: now all theſe flouriſh more then 
before, or atterwards they euer did Nom Nero becommeth 
a Sword- player, and chaler of wilde beaſts vpon the Thea- 
ter, and thereby commeth to beclhutcherous and bloudie 
minded; afterward a murtherer and a manqueller. Now 
Nero acteth cruell Tragedies and fcurrilous Comedies in 
his owne perſon; ind thereby learneth to act all diſſolute- 
neſſe, and performe whatſocuer miſchiefe could be deuiled: 
For, Quo ſemel oft imbutarecens ſcruabit odorem—Feffa. 

Hee had fo ſeaſoned himſelfe in thoſe former euils, and 
therewith was drawne to ſuch a meruailous corruption, 
that no he gaddeth about the ſtreetes in the euenings; he 
and his flattering companions ſets vpon many Innocents 
he meetes withall, and outragioully perpetrateth horr1ble 
fats, beaſtlineſle, and deteſtable murthers, In the meane 
time, for the ſpace of ſiue yeeres, Seca & Aerippina gouer- 
ned the Empire indifferently. Howbeit, becauſe Agrippina 
tooke vpon her to rule all alone after her owne appetite, 
theſe two, Seneca and Jurrut, tooke order out of hand, that 
the Emperour ſhould withdraw the gouernment from her, 
and aſſume it to himſelfe . But as wiſe as they were, yet 
were they greatly deceined , in that they thought Nero 
would become wiſe in age, by paſsing his youth in folly; 
for it hapned cleane contrary; and hee became a moſt wic- 
ed and cruell Tyrant: So that at laſt, having done innu- 
merable miſchiefes againſt one or other, great and (mall, as 
his fancie led him, Sencra began to doubt leaſt the like might 
happen to himfelfe, And it came to paſſe, that Nero cru - 
elties, and oppreſsions, ſo wonne him the euill will of all 
his Subiccts, as they one after another reuolted from his 
obey lance. 
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obeyſance. Whereupon Burrus, Reffus, Sulpitins, and Fla- 
vius his greateſt minions, entring into the like feare, con- 
ſpired againft him but they were diſcouered and condem- 
ned. Yet before they were executed, Nevo would needes 
conferre with Sulpitius and Flauut. And after hee had de- 
maunded of Suſpitiut, wherefore hee had broken his oath, 
and conſpir'd againſt him, he asked the like of Flauiur alloʒ | 
who anſwered, / haue lowed, and bated thee Nero ,aboxe ary man confpiraie | 
in the world: Loned thee ,as long as there was any hope thou w.nldeſt againli Nero, 
become a good Prince: but when I ſaw thee become a Manqueller, and why. 
a Murtherer, a Traged:an, a Player of Enterludes, a Fencer and 4 
To:yne-burner, I coul {not but hate thee extreamely. | 
Here is euidently to be ſcene the effects of theſe Te, 
how it made Nero to be hated of his deareſt friends. Whoſe 
anſweres though they aſtonied him to heare, yet in ſteed of 
amendment, he addicted himſelfe to farre wor ſe enotmities 
then betore. So that behold Umadex his Lieutenant gene- 
rall in C, reuolted from him: Wherewith though the 
loſſe were not ſmall, yet as not Nero much troubled. But 
when hee vnderſtood that his oldę Captaine Galba Preſi- 
dent of Span, was reuolted, then too late hee fearcd his 
owne ruine. And now began the Empare ſodainly to bee 
rent in ſunder, for almoſt euery Gouernour ceaſed their 
Prouinces into their owne hands. Then doth Gb haſten 
vnto Rome to diſpatch the Tyrant: who in the end, being 
abandoned of cuery one, euen thoſe of his one guard, fled 
and hid himſelfe within alittle Lodge in the Fields; where 
fearing to be tak en aliue, hte kild himſelfe. And after this 
ſort was the blood of the ( ſ extinguiſhed, and no more 
Emperours by lawfull ſucceſiion. For the pretorian cohorts 
became ſo diſſolute in Nero raigne, that both they and the 
other Souldiers tooke ypon them to create Emperours at 
their pleaſure : Whereby the Empire oftentiunes was miſe- 
rably diſmembred by ſundry T yrants at once by them ere- 
Red. And thus to conclude, whiles Player were had in 
greateſt honour , by the corruption of manners that "> 
ceeded , 


RSS 


14 A Refutation of the 

ceeded from them, was the Remane Common-wealth 
changed into a Monarchie, and the Monarchie afterwards 
into Tytannicall gouernement. 

Next, doth M. Adder with great contumely ſcandalize 

the good Emperour Aru Auriliur, calling him Cyrict , 
and vnfit for gouernment. In meane while, condemnin 
the vic of Comedies, which ſo cynically (as him ſelfe woul 
haue it) barke atallfollics : And likewiſe obnubilating his 
worthineſſe, for whole loue, who baniſhed Slayers, the peo- 
ple made them all Statues in his memoriail z which they 
vouchſafed for no other Emperour, no not for Auguſtus 
him ſelte, whom the Aʒpologiſt affirmes to be greateſt patron 
of Peets and Players in his time. Nor did that good ide. 
rour interdi& the vic of Theaters, becauſe the wanton 
Dames of Rome made a Play of himzbut becauſe of the great 


folly they wrought, & the corruption of goodneſſe which 


they brought into Rome, as (hall turther hereafter appeare 
in a Letter of his, written to Lambertns Goucrnour of Hel- 
leſpont, when he ſent him three Shippes of /ftcr; and Players, 
wiſhing to haue but one Barke of men in returne of his 
aduenture. Nor did hee baniſh Sword-players for other 
cauſe, then the peſtilence of minde wherewith-the, people 
by bloody ſpectacls might be infected, to the perpetrating 
of any butcherous attempt: not that himſelfe wat a cow - 
ard; for he twice triumphed e once when hee ouercame the 
Parthiau j and once when h conquered the Argonautr, and 
died in conquering the Realme ot it 

Next, doth Ni. Adlon lool o bicke from [ray into Greece, 
declaring that the Princes and Sages thereof, being thoſe 
which x ere the firſt vnderſtanders, trained vp their youth · 
ſull Nobilitie to be Am, debarring the Mechoucks ſuch 
imployment. In which, is diuers things to be noted & re» 
ſuted: Firſt, that not all Greece is to be vnderſlood, for 
Spartans to,be exempted as rciecting ſuch abuſes. Second- 
ty, how doth he derogate from the glory of the Hebrower, 


when heriportes that the Grecians were the fult Vadery 
ſtanders, 
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ſtanders, whereas it is euidemtby all Hiſtory, the Grecions The Greciags 
received their knowledg from the · ¶ giptians, and (Ta/da. not the fn 
, and they from the Hebrewes. But if erecting of Plays ſe men. 
were ſuch an a&, that it were worthy the firſt vnderſtan- 
ders to performe, how then chances it the Hebrewes did it 
not? among whom we neuer read Srage-playes to be ſolem- 
nized, and therefore neuet ſpoken of, nor taxed in ſpecie * 
by the Prophets in theirbookes, Thirdly it may bee de- 
maunded why the Greaan; protubited the baſer fort from 
ſuch imployment. Surely I know not; except their me- 
chanicks were, and they alſo deſired they ſhould be, of 
honefterlife and behauiour then their nobility. According 
to that ſpeech of «Emilins probus treating of the Greeks 
faſhions, Ie thoſe Comntrics (faith; hee) it;nodsſgrace for any 
mas (heere Nl. Actor is found tripping for ing me- 
chanicks) to came pon the Stage, to ſer hamſelſr as a eto 
the which we hold for partly infamous, and-partly 
baſe and vnworthy of an honeſt man. ul. 
Next doth M. Actor ſhew why the S admitted 
Playes, Which becauſe it touchetk the vic of Pieper Lill 
leave, perticulerly to handle it in my Third ile. 
Next followes that through Poets and A ctors the Grecs 
aus excelled in Cinlitic and gouerument. ſo that other na- 
tions borrowed their lawes of them. The Kama indeed 
ſent to take a patterne ofthe Atheniorlawes,andwithall a 
whileafter erected a Theater, after the ofthe Arbe- 
nian : and a while after this againe ; thelawes of Ar far» 
hr them oy Cn — - — 
Player into diſſoluteneſle. which all 
— ——ẽ ks inked 
manirie fprang vp inſteedthereof. For then preſently. ſol 
lowed the wars they had againſt their on ſlaves, & ſræord . 
47 ee e wh Factions of Gyula 
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learned Cinilitie, & good gouernment, how could it other- 
wiſe be, but that the Romances hauing both their lawes and 
theaters, ſhould alſo excell in Ciuilitie, (for from the ſame 
cauſes proceede the ſame efietts.) and not that a while after 
through the Grecian inſtitutions, they ſhould learne inſteed 
of good manners, corruption inſteed of concord, faction; 
and all kind of diſorder, inſteed of reformation. I herefore 
as Player did not benefit the Remanes, ſo neither could they 
profit the Grerians, Whereby weem pe. how MI. 
Actor to blind his readers mind, would faine impoſe more 
vpon the worth of theaters, then poſſibly could be inten- 
ded. And yet doth he confeſſe, that thoſe tunes of the Gre- 
ciaut was but the childhood and infancy of chic world, very 
fatly; For indeed it was buttheir fooliſh thought, and chil- 
dich opinion, that Player was the readie(} way to plant vn- 
derſtanding in the ignorant, whereas intheriper, and now 
old age of the world, moſt men haue teceiued a true intel- 
lect, to the contrary, except ſuch onely as remaine children 
ſtill. 

Next M. Actor would fainæ ſeeme to ſhortep the extent 
ofthe Text and expreſſe commandement of God in Dente- 
renemie. 2 2. 5. The woman ſhall not weare that which appertai- 
weth tothe man; neither ſhall @ man put on womans raiment. 
Where although the Law is indifferently to be vnderſtood 
of both Sexes, yet more ſtrictly concerning the man, that 
he ſhould not ſo much as put on womans raiment, A very 
impudent and common abuſe in playes it is, though M. 
Alter would willingly dawbe ouer the meaning of the 
Scripture, as chough that conſiſted in the like ive 
ſence, as the words of ſacramentall conſecration here 
doe, Whereasthere is as much difference betweene that 
trope and theſe plaine words, as betweene a Repe aud 4 
Player, And although Playes are not immediatly mean in 
the Text, becauſe in that time there was none in Ie, hay 
nor during the hole time, herein the Chutch of G o 

was planted among the Herm, was ſuch —— 
. wne 
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knowne among them: yet doth it immediately point at 
this abuſe of wearing womens appatell, (vſed inPlayes,) 
flatly forbidding it. | 

Next M. Adder affirmes, that the Vniuerſities ſometime in- 
ſtirure Stage: ꝓlapeſ: more is the pittie, that the moſt famous 
lights of learning in the world d bee branded with in- 
famie, through the meanes of ſome phantaſticals which are 


in them. Wherefore admit they doe: who then moſt com- h make and 
monly doe compoſe their Playes ? Idle braines, that affect 4 plies in the 
heir bettet ſtudies, Who are the Actors? Gentle V#er/ities, 


nor t 
bloods, and luſty ſwaſh-bucklers, ſuch as prefer an ounce of 
vaine- glotie, oſtentation, and ſtrutting on the Stage, before 
a pound of Jearning ; and are ſent to the Vnigerfities, not ſo 
much to obtaine knowledge, as to keepe them from the 
common ryot of Gentlemen in theſe daies : like little chil- 
dren hom their parents ſend to ſchoole, the rather to keep 
them from vnder horſes ſeet in the ſtreets, which carefull 
mothers doe ſo greatly feare, And who are the ſpectatorsꝰ 
bur fuch like as both Poets and Actors are, euen ſuch as 
reckon no more of their ſtudies, then ſperd-al Gentlemen 
of their caſt ſures, 

But what followes in the Apology? Theſe Player embol- 
den the Junior ſchollers againſt they come to read the pub- 
like Lecture of Dialect, Erhich Mathematich, Phiſſel and 
CHMetaphiſich, And why not among theſe the Divinitie Le- 
ctureꝰ becauſe certainely no ſuch prophsne, and light hea- 
ded perſons may bee admitted to it, and becauſe according 
to the ſaying of Pope Pam 2. and Adrian .they are to bete 
held as enemies to rrue Religion, | ; 

For Plaies as ſaith the Apoleg y makes a bold Sophiſfer, 
that is plainely, a too cunning,or falſe reaſoner,co knit pre« 
poſterous and intertangled ſyſlogiſmes, obſcure Sorites, - 
nigmaticall Crocodilites, and forke-horned Dilemma to 
enſnare and obnubilate the truth: as now M. Actor him- 

Near follows Plæpes eſpeclall ve for Nhoterict: _—_ 
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F& Pl ars bene dicend;, Rhetorick Ian Art of ſpeaking well, And 


Player in th Apol gie inſtruct to ſpeake well.Surely M. Actor 
would be eſteemed for a Rhetorician, and haue Plaies be- 
come one ofthe ſeuen liberall Arrs: but his drift is not dri- 
uen home enough. For wirra poſſe, non eſt eſſe. Who euer of 


the ancient Orarors, Greekes , or Latins, learned to ipeake 


well from a Play? Did Demoſthenes learne his Science from 
a Stage? Did Cicero learne his Oratoryfrom a Theater? Why 
doe not our Diuine Orators ſchoole themſelues by Playes, 
thereby to learne hetorici, ſo neceſſary in their Sermons? 
But they know well, that / pet are a fictiue Art, and not a 
liberall Science: they know well that Rhetoricł graceth 
Players by the inſtruction it gives, for breathing ſpaces, di- 
ſtinctions, and good delivery of words, and not that poeſie 
and Plapes ever gaue that facultie to Khetorick, For the firſt 
arts giue light vnto the arts ſocceeding, And Rhetorick was 
long found out before por/ie. For no looner had God giuen 
ro men language in the beginning, but chat preſently expe- 
tience — them, how aptly to apply their words, how 
roperſwade,and diſwade, how to exhort, diſcourage, uni- 
mate, praiſe or diſpraiſe, defend, confute, extenuate and ag- 
grauate any matter, and conſequently how to riſe and fall 
with the voice, to ſtop, to breath, diſtinguiſh, interrogate, 
and to obſerue all other elegancie of ſpee ch. 

Next, and laſt of all doth M. Actor euen as in the very be- 
ginaing, ſo in the later ending of his firſt Booke, callumni- 
ate thoſe worthy and Reverend Preachers, that in theie 
godly Sermons, out of conſcience are ſtudious to ſuppreſſe 
theſe obſcæne and filthy Stage-playes, And I, as in the be- 
ginning, muſt reprehend and reproue him therefore. That 
out of the cuſtome of malicious Comedian de ttectation ou 
the Stage, and not of conſcience and reaſonhee doth fo 
cevile them. 

Now haue Irunne ouer the chiefe points and arguments, 
of the firſt Treatiſe of M. eAtors Apologie , confuring ſome 
things, and diſptouing other ; wherein this one thing yeris 
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co bee noted; That the very ſubiect of Afors Antiquity; qniquite 
borh for their my and fir{t Induction into Reme, is — veritate —— 
more narrowly to be inueſtigated. For neither Hercules at tiquus error, 
the fuſt Oꝶmpiad beheld his Father Zupiters Acts perſona, * | 
ted before him, for that, that Herenles, which ordained 
the Olympian games, was not Aupiters Sonne, and two Her- 
cules we never read to haue beene preſent at theſe games 
at once: neither did Remalus firſt jaſtitute Stage-plaics at 
Rome, but as 1 faid before, Circtn/ian games, euen ſuch, as 
were vſed in che O/ympiads, to exciciſe theiryouth withall: 
as running, riding, leaping, tourneying , ſword- playing, 
courſing with Chariots, andthe like, Wherefore to doe 
M. Acter an ouerthwart kindneſle I will out of ſuadry Au- 
thors declare both their Originall, aud when, and by what 
meanes, and by whoſe, they firſt came into Rome , After 
which, with ſome few notes and obſetuations, I will finiſh - 
this firſt part of my gr wa Neo, 

The old Husbandmen o ece, vſing e oo 
ſacrifice to Bacchus for their fruits: Firſt led i Read of T 
Prayers, to ſing ſomething at putting the fire to the Altars. 
And then to pleaſe his Deity the bettet, they ſung ouer all 
bis victorles, warres, conqueſts, and captiuation of Kings. 
For te ward of which their paines, a Goat was firſt in- 
ted, or the skinne of a Goat full of Wine. But becaul the 
Kings that Bace hu bad conquered ; affoorded not matter 
enough for their yearely ſongs, they fell in hand with the 
calamities of other Kings, and ſung much of them. And 
this ſong was called a Tragedy: either of mas, Goate, 
which they offered ro Bace has ay an enemy tothe Vines, 
or which was the reward of the fingers; or of the Wane leeſe 
with which they beſmeared — (before that , 
chilns deviſed vizors forthem) called in Greek u. Some 
will haue the Comedie to haue had the Originall from theſe 
Sacriſic es alſo . Others fromthe ſolemnitics of Apollo No- 
ie, the Guardian of Shepheards and Villages. Some ſay, 
that boch theſe Sacrifices 2 once , Follo. 
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ing which, the moſt common opinion is thus, When the 
Athenians lived as yet in diſperſed Cotages ( Theſenr ha. 
ning not yet reduced them to Cittie) the Husbandmen v- 
{cd after their Sacrifices, to breake ieſts ypon ſuch as were 
preſent, and ſuch as trauailed by chance that way: and by 
tneſe mirthfull ſcoffes delighted all the companie. Now, 
after that the Citty was builded, the Husbandmen at the 
time appointed for the ſolemniries, came into the Towne 
ir. Carts, and ieſted one while at their Fellowes, and ano- 
ther while at the Cittizens, cheefely ſuch as had offended 
them. And this was called à { amedie : either of us a vil- 
age, becauſe they liued in ſuch, or of v, a way, and 
way to be ſaucy, or to revell, becauſe they were profuſe, 
and ſpared no man in the way with their petulant quips. 
And this is rather the true derivation; for as Lod, Vines 
faith, the Arbemiens as then did not call their Villages 


«es, but . This cuſtome 5 the Citizens, and 


made them animate theſe of t ter wit, to wtite 


more exactly in this kind of verſe, No the Cittie Poets at 


firſt taxed the vices of the Cittizens with bitternes, but af- 
rerwards when they began to follow their owne affects, 
and their friends, excercifing their grudges with ſharpnes, 
and vſing their pens for their weapons, they would ſome- 
time traduce Princes that neuer had deſerued any ſuch 
matter, and euen name them, Which tricke when Empotis 
had plaied with Alxibiades, in his Camedis called Baptir, he 
cauſed him to bee taken and rhrowne into the Sea, ſaying 
theſe wotds : Thon hut often drowned mee wpen the Stage, 
Fupolis, I willonce drowne thee in the Sc. By which exam- 
ple the reſt of the Poets were fo terrified, that «A/tibindes 
got a law paſt, that none ſhould dare to name any man vy- 
on the Stage, So that kind of Conjedze called , that 
is, the old med was aboliſhed, Then came in the ſecond 
kind; wherein were girded at priuy { of 
Names vnder colours. And this the Nobllitiefellin diſlike: 
withall, leaſt their facts ſhould be glanced at vnder-· band 
So 
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So that was taken quite away, and a ne kind inuenteg; 
which treated of meaner petſons under change of names 
herein was more moderation in heir zaxaπ,e. heſe 
kinds were all in Greece, \- 

But for the time of Scage-playes firſt catrance into Konya 
by what meanes, and by whom they were ficſt induced, is 
followeth thus. In che 400. yeare, or thercabout, of Komes 
foundation, there was uch a ſore plague in the Cittie, that 
they decermined notco number the thouſands whach-were 
dead, but the few thae remained ytt aliue. And theachcir 


Gods (which thehaly $0 be Deuils) for. ; 
| — a dit be- rn 


the aſſwaging of the 
dies „ for the augmentation of their — — 


maunded an inſtitution of Stage · preſently to be commund 
effc Qed in their Honors, — the celebration * * 
/ 
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A went x0 pacifie theje Gods, Twlp (in , Allan G.) 
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wot needs preſent the maſt ſucred Player and Ceremonial ſo- 
lemwities vuto Ceres, Liber, ad Proferpina: then I maſt re. 
concile Mother Flora vnto the Citi and people of Rome, wah 
the celebration of her enterlu let. By this its euidenr, that 
theſe vanities were not firſt brought vp in Raue by the cor- 
ruptions of men, but by the direct commande ment of Idol- 
deuils And then aroſe the (medi wherein they caſt forth 
fluttiſh Phraſes, and bittet Quips. And this they did inter- 
changeddly in verſes, called Feſcenim, of ſuch a Cittie in 
Herruria, from hence they had their ſirſt Players, and na- 
med them Hiſtrionerin che language vol that Country. In 
their taxstions they never dugſt name any; for chat was ex- 
preſly fotbidden in tneit Law of che twelue Tables. But 
theſe Feſcenine vſes worte out of the Playes by little and lit- 
tle and being it was not allowable to traduce any man by 
name vpon the Stage, chere ſprang vp. diuers ſorts of theſe 
playing Fable; in — rep in Greece; as the 
New Comod and the Say: not that which taxeth Vices, 
and is bound to that one kinde of Verſe vſed by Horace, 
Perſias, and Inzendl;; but chat wherein the Ser were 
brought in, ima ſlurtiſh zud opprobrious mannet; as in 4. 


ry Coatt, beam aud alugesber vnband(: and ſlouanſy. 
The firſt — in Lattine Verſe 2 Mtoralled- | 
eth) waswriter-by Lau *;Andromens, Solinatoris freed 
Seruant, after Rome was builded iuſt 340. yeares, che ſuſt 
Carta gemi warre being eaded ſome fe ycates before, 
2s Atticus doth ac count the tim. | 
But to conclude this Diſcoutſe, there were foure cheete 
ſorts of - Sape=Playes among the:Romaines,, Comedies, 
Tregedies, Suyri, and ' Momcks,otherwiſe called:Planys- 
der ot plaine-feeve, wearing neither ſhooes not buckins 
comming bare foote vpon the Stage. The Saqmt not with- 
ſtanding and the Mianicks, ate both included vndet the 
Convedie, The Trayedie diſcourſeth ↄſlamentable ſottunes, 
extream affects, hocriblevillanics, rapine s, murthers, ſpoils, 
cyrannies, and che like, The Camadus treacs of 38 
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honeſties, all kinde of knaueries and trickes of wanton 
Loue, (the impious ſubiedis of theſe playes would make 
one hate them) beeing brought into it by Menander, 
to pleaſe the Macedonian: that ſtood affected in ſuch paſſa- 

CS, | 
The Satyr containeth the looſer Fawnes and Suluaner, 
whoſe Rabba leſts delight much, But as they were yn- 
cleanly and ſlouenly , ſoe were their ſpeeches very foule 
and diſhoneſt to heare. The Mimicks forbare no beat 
nes, but vſed extreame licentiouſneſſe; And yet were theſe 
more tellerable then other thinges acted in the ſolemni- 
ties of Bacchus, which after for their incredible villany 
and filthineſſe, were expelled out of Italy by a decree of the 
Senate, The Satwrnalia and Floralia were two other kind 
of Playes celebrared by common Strumpets, and the moſt 
raskally ſort of all men. The Actors of the Floralia though 
they reuerenced not their owne Gods, yet when (ao 
— they would not for ſhame act any thing in hu pre- 
ence. | 
d feste me] haue deenc'too tedious; yet haue I continued 
my diſcouiſe, that I might declare concerning Playes and 
their originall ſomewhat to the full. Out of which prece- 
dent diſcourſe ſome thinges are yet to hee noted, and light- 
ly touched at againe. N 
Firſt concerning their Originall, that they were firſt 
inſtituted amongſt the fabulous Heathen Greekes (the 
ure of all Diuine knowledge) in honour of their 
iuell- Gods. And that tht Came diet tooke their matter 
and ſubic from enuious ieſting and ſcoffing (practiſed now 
in 2 ent erlude:) ſtrictly forbidden by the Apoſtle. Epbeſ 5. 
4. and 4. 31. I 0 2 
Secondly, that their firft induction into Rewe was by 
8 D = theſe Diuell.Gods, For which cauſe 
it ſelfe,as thinges the Diuell maſt delighted iu, all profeſſin 
| the name of Chriflians hond . M P 


. . 
"=T 
| D | Laſtiy 
= . 9 
. * „ 1 
— - 


— whos ene — 


24 CA Refutation of the 

Laftly that the Actors and Poers were driuen to poſt 
from one kind of Play to another, becauſe they were euet 
in dillike and becaule their licentiouſneſſe euer grew to 
bee ſuch and ſo great, (as theirs among ys now is) that it 
was not tollerable. 


Nec parcit cuiquam veſtræ petulantia lin guæ, 
Dnid mirum ſi vos eadem quo q fulmina tangunt? 


The end of the Firſt Book. 
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Actors, and of their ancient and mo- 
derne indignity. 


Tux StconD Books. 

2 $3, Ow I baneended my firſt Trea ; iſe, it followes 
& that I proceed in confuration of M. Adder, 
Þ ſecond Booke, Of eAtor: antient Dignity. 
N: Wherein, aſter I haue reſured ſome particu- 
lers, will declare how the Antiquity eſteem- 
of them, and what baſe actompt for the moſt part they 
made of them, To bebreefe thereſote, the firſt thing that 
M. Attor offereth to his Reader is an Apothegme of ¶ icero & 


Cæſar. Wherein is euident how yanecefſary in a common 


weallth Ceſar at firſt eſteemed Players for to bee, in that 
thereyppon hee pretended a Cauill againſt them, But ad- 
mit chat Cicers'; opinion of Playes, 11. That many beads 
g rere 


ar 
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wore bu ed with them which otherwiſc would beet 
ter hin greatnes, tooke place in Ceſars head, ſo that (as M. 
Ader would pretend) hee gaue many primicdges to men 
of that quality, But both Ceſar and Cicero were deceiued 
in thrir Councells, for it pohted Cæſar not one iot. For 
all the while Playes then floriſhed, Hretat and Caſans 
with 60, Senators more, were buſied in Conſpiracy againtt 
him, and at laſt txecheroufly kild hi with daggersin em- 
pe Court. Belike they among o hers were not huſied with 
the Play ese nay; bee it more likely that from Playes (which 
are ſtuffed full ef ſuch mattets) they learned the cleanely 
conueyance of their trechery, and how, in what fort, with 
what ſecrecy, and by what meanes to effect their treaſon, 
Next dotn M. Attor ſhew ſundty examples of ſtately and 
ſumptuous the at eto, eiected for Stagerits, and of one lu ſpe- 
tiall made by Julius Caſer, wherein was figured the perpe. 
tuail motion ofthe cœleſtiall Spheares. But in his defcripti- 


on hee hath ated the Play- poet ſo exceeding well, ot rather t. Adoc 
declared ſuch hyperbolic all impoſſibilities, that any baving bi forgery, 


ever but taſted of che Mathematick arcs, will {ſmell out his 
forgery, whereby hee ſcekes to'dignifie his profeſſion, But 
I muſt needs conſeſſe too ſumptuous theaters were built by 
the gteat Princes of rhe world, But who were they mote 
then mecre Heathen men and very Athiefis, moſt of, them 
vnthrifts and proſuſe ſpenders? of whom, ſome for rheir 
6wr evain&glory and oſtentation exeRted Theaters: others 
in hononr of their Diuell-Gods which commanded it, and 
oi hers to ſhew tneit magnificence, and hat they were out 
of |.iperfluity able ta performe, As Traum the Emperour 
built a bridge ouet the river Danxbing, cuen where it was 
narroweſt, by reaſon whereof it became more d fficult: For 
there the ſpatious ſlreame being curbd in, made the torrent 
more ſxniftrhen otherwhere, Which againe Adrian his ſue- 
ceſſor ruinated, becanſe it was a worke of colt ſo vainely 
ſpent. And are not theſe Princes, with their reaſons, for 
what end they built Theaters, worthy examples ſor Chuiſli- 

3% D 2 en 


- 
- * 
— — — — Ca 


267 A Refutation of the 


an Potentates to imitate? If they are, ſurely none but ſuch as 
Aachianel will contend to proue it, 

After this againe doth M. Actor recount ſundry Theaters 
in divers Provinces and Emporiall Cicties, ſome ruinated(as 
thinges repudiated) ſome built by Heathea Ethnicks, ſome 
by Popiſh Catholicks , ſome for the hardneſſe of peoples 
hearts, tollerated in the reforined Churches, and amongſt 
others, one ot eſpeciall note by Popiſh King Francis, Anno 
1539. wherein for 30, dayes together were repreſented the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. Concerning this let all true Chriſtians 
giue their cenſure, wherherthis act of King Francis was not 
molt impious and ſacrilegious, that he ſhould prophane the 
holy Scripture on a ſtage. Yet doth M. Attor apptoue him 
for it: for hee traduceth him as a great dignifier of Stagerits, 
If this be true then let not M. Au bee adiudged for a true 
Chriſtian, vatill hee ſing a Palinpde , in tecantation of his 
Apology. 

Next doth M. Actor ſpend many words in repetition of 
a whole crew of Poets and Actors, ancient and moderne, 
aud — them hee extolls one of eſpeciall note and fame 
in Rome, by name Reſciut. Of him thus ſaich D. Anthony 
de Guenara in his Dial of Princes, We find (faith hee) ſome 
fragments of an Oration which Cicero made in the Senate, 
greatly reprouing the Senators, and all the people becauſe 
they ſo willingly gaue eare to this ieſter which raiſed ſediti. 
on among the commons, his name was R 9ſcio; who was ſo 
highly elfeemed in Rome, that the Romanes more willingly 
heard his ieſts, then that which Cicero ſpake in good earneſt. 
This leſter Roſcro and Cicero ſtriued which of them both 
were the better. Reſcio fer preſenting a thing with diuers 
jeſts, or Cicero for pronouncing Waighty matters in carneſt, 
When read (faith hee) in Iulius ( apitolium that which I 
haue ſpoken, I ceafefſe that I could not refraine my ſelſe 
from laughter, to ſee that Neſcio being Prince of folly , pre- 
ſumed to contend with Cicero, Which was father of Elo- 
quence, | : 

Next 
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Next M. Adder ſhewes what kind of men he would Play. 
ers ſhould bee: ſuch, that although they cannot ſpeak wel, 
yet know how, or ſuch that haue volubility (their tongue to 
run afore their wir) and can ſpeake well, though they vn- 
dei ſtand not hat. See ſee his abſurdity heerein. He would 
in his firſt Booke faive make acting an Art Ryeroricall, in- 
ſtructing to ſpeake well, and yet the tutors in it to bee diſ- 
able for their functions, All Arts conſiſt of two partes: me- 
thed and practiſe, Now for the firſt ſort ſuch as cannot ſpeak 
well cannot teach the part practick of the Art: aad the ſe- 
cond fort, ſuch as vnderſand not what they ſpeake, cannot 
teach the part methodicall, And ſo conſequently no perfec- 
tion by Players is to beeſattained in Kherorick, or the art of 
ſpeaking well, if to bee an Art it were admitted. Concer- 
ping which read againe Page 17. 18. 

Next M. Aldor could wiſh {but he will not) that ſuch as 
are condemned for their licentiouſaeſſe, were excluded their 
ſociety, And wiſh long enough hee may without tedreſſe, 
himſelfe among others neuer ſeeking for it. For exempt 
their — only out of Playes, too too ſmall alas 
will bee their getting to maintaine their idle life; that be- 
ing the thing which moſt pleaſeth the multitude, who chie- 
fly run flocking to the Play-houſe , that they might make 
mirth of ſuch folly and laugh at it, and that they might tell 
it to others when they come home, to make mote fooles 
laugh for company, And therefore in vaine afterwards doth 
M. Adder intreat forexcuſe;not to miſdeeme all for the miſ- 
deeds of ſome; being it is the penerall carriage of them all. 
It is a rule in Divinity to know a mans conditions and what 
hee is, by the company hee doth viſually keepe. Now if the 
beſt of them were not licentjous, why do they liue,and Ioue, 
accompany, and play together with them which are. Were 
it not madneſſe for a man to be his companion which is his 
daily reproch ? But Players all of them are licencious : for, 
the prouerb is, Birds of a feather ſiye together. And therefore 
ifchey were not they would neuer affociate them which are, 
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whon the Fyntereſt of their owne conſcience , and the con 
ſcience of all men willeth to auoyd, 

Next doth M. Actor recite a memorable example of I. 
Ins Ceſar,that flew his own ſetuant whiles he acted Heren- 
les furens on the Stage. Which.cxample indeed zreatly doth 
make againſt their Playes, For it's not vnlikely but a Player 
might doe the like now, as often they haue done, And 
thea hat a lamentable ptoiect would there be ſor the Spe- 
Aators to behold : As many times it happens when their 
ſuppoſed nocent perſons ate falſely hanged, and diners of 
them ready to be ftrangld,or altogether. As for the other 
Emperours which were Actors by th apo/ogi/t recorded: 
as ( uligula, Nero, Uitellms , Domnianus, and Commod us, all 
Hiſtory ſhewes they were the moſt bloody, mercileſſe, and 
cruell Viilaines breath'd ; Fit to make Atlors, though fit for 
nothing elſe, 

Next doth M. Actor proſecute his matter with example 
from the Papiſts, though hee would excuſe himſelfe for it 
with hee preter meat the end thereof. But how impious it is 
to prophane holy Scripture as they doe, all rrue Chriſtians 
can determine, as I haue ſaid before. And for ſuch prophane.. 
nefie, Players many times haue received their due deferts: 
as may appeare by the moſt fearfull accident that happened 
to the leſuites of late yeeres at Lyons in France, when they 
would needs Act a Ply of Chriſts comming to ludgement 
at the laſt day, And Euſebius in his Booke De præpar. Euan- 


. f. 1. Celica, ſets downe an Hiſtory of a Poet that ſodainly loſt his 


Naturail fight, for having lewdly applied a peece of Scrip- 
ture to a Fable, 

Next doth M. Actor ſhew out of Uirgil, that Theaters 
were creed immediatly after the Ruine of Trop. Bur ſurely 
M. Actor is not acquainted with Vigil though hebe a Peet. 
If he were, then verily he is not ignorant, how Ci doth 
apply auncient Monuments and memorials to his time. Ag 
when hee faineth a prophecie, that from Iulia ſhould pro. 
ceed another of like name, which ſhould gouerne the ſtate 
of Rome, meaning Iulius Ceſar, NVaſ- 
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Naſcetur pulera Trojan origine Ceſar, N 
Imperium Oceano, fu mam qui terminet aſtris, Vn. cencd. 
Iulius, 4 magno demi ſſum nomen Iuls, | 
Likewiſe elſewhere doth Virgil ſaine Dids to prophecie 
of the Romane and Carthaginean continuall hatred, be- 
cauſe in long time after there chanced ſuch continuall 
warres betweene them. 


Tum ves 6 Tyry ſtinem, & genus omne futurun Ani La, | 
Exercete dy;, cinerique, hac mittite noitro 
Aluncra: nullus amor populis rec fadera ſunto, 


Next M. Actor faith, That he hath diſcourſ} of Theaters 
euen till the Raigne of alia Ceſar, and how they continu- 
ed in their glory (he forgets that Tyberixs ( witnefle Corn: 
T acitns annalum lib. 4.)droue them out of [rah)cill the time 
of Mare, Aurelius, (who bahiſhed them into Heleſpont :) 
And from him even to theſe times, Ho there, ſtay a little 

ood Sir. To skip aboue a thouſand yeeres is nothing with 
M. Actor, Fot from the time of (onilantine the Great Who 
ſuppreſſed Playes as did Aurelius, till the time of Richard 2. 
of England, Awno 1390, and Edward 4, Aare 1490. and 
Franc the French King Au 15,39, hee hath nothing to | 
ſay for himſelfe But he muſt now needs confeſſe that when Chi 
Chniſtiauitic began publikely to flouriſh , then Paganiſme cre ſed ſo 
dayly more and more was aboliſhed , and at tho laſt vttetly © — p 
extinct in Chriftendome : till of late yeeres firſt Papiſticall abobſhed 
Fryers and leſuits raiſed it vp a-freſh, ; 
Next doth M. Actor alledge authoritie from Creers, to 
that Player were both in Athens and Lacedemon, In 
Arbens\ndeed they were, but neuer in Lacedemonia, Hap- 
ply there might bee Theaters, ox places of proſpect to be- 
their 2 — youth ſhew their marriall feates, and War- 
like proweſſe, at certaine gmes of the ycere, as the Romans 
in 


| 
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games, But it was neuer read that Hyſiriones, Actors, Trage- 
dians or Comedians were in Lacedemon, Fot Plutarch in be 
Apothegmes ſaith, that the Lacedemomiamt neuer permitted 
any ſuch in their common- wealth. And that when an Em- 
baſſador of Rhodes demanded a Lacedemonian what wasthe 
occaſion of their lawes againſt ſuch, ſince that the Teſters 
and Players ſhewed pleaſure to the people, and the people 
loſtnothing, but laughed at their folly, The Lacedemeniar 
anſwered. Lycurgm ſaw, felt, heard, or read ſome great 
damage that leſters and Players might doe in the com- 
mon wealth, ſince againſt them hee eſtabliſhed ſo ſtraighe 
a Law. But that which Iknowis; wee Greekes ate hetter 
weeping with our Sages, then are the Romans laughing at 
their Fooles. 

Next doth M. Actor declare, that Cicerocalleth Plautur, 
our 7 as it were noting thereby a name oſ excellency. 
Truth; hee calls him our Plautus in his workes de Republics 
by the mouth of Scipio. Concerning which , thus ſaith Lo- 
douicut Vines, Hee callech him our Plastut, not that hee e- 
uer knew him, but becauſe hee was a Latine Poet, and hee 
had ſpoken of the Greekes before. 

Laſtly M. eAttor maketh Cicero to commend vnto his 
ſonne Marcus ſome Ports, as Statins, Nenins and Plauta: 
for their wntings, This is a thing hardly to be credited. For 
in che third of his Tuſculane Queſtions, ſpeaking of the cau- 
ſes corrurting the ſeeds of vertue, hee addeth Poets, Heere- 
vnto (ſaith hee) alſo may Poets bee added, who prerending 
(what is not in them) agreat deale of doctrine and wildome, 
ate learnd, read, herd, and borneaway in the mind of eue ry 
man, Now haue I ſufficiently confuted the particulars of M. 
Actors ſecond treatiſe of Actors antient dignity, Therefore 
I will now proceed in oppoſition thereof, to declare their 
antient indignity, and how baſe both Theaters, Play-Poets, 

Stage- le ers, and Actors were eſteemed of the cheeſe anti- 
quitie, which by any meanes could neuer well indure 7 
L ut 
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But meethinkes I ſee how reſolurely paſt reaſan M. A dor, 
luis mates and all adherents ſtand yer vppon theirrermmes of 


ancient dignity. Wherefore with Saint Aaguſtine Hay ;' © \uyg. di ciait. 
that Scipio Neſ7ica were now alive, hee'whoſe ſace pettraps Du. 


yoe turlt not to behold! bee would ſhameyou ſor this greaſe 
impudence of yours; For, what cauſe is chere tor yours c- 
clame at the proſperity of Chriſtian faith in theſe tes, 
which condemneth the vic of Pjayes, but one ly that ycu 
would follow your luxury vncontrolled, and having remo- 
ved the impediments. of troubleſome oppoſition, t im on 
in your vnhodeſt & vnhalowed diſſolution in ſeeking out; n+ 
finite variety of vain pleaſures, ſo to giue birth ynto thoſe ex- 
orbitances, which wil keap thouſands of muſcbieſes v pon 
you in the end? Hence it was, & out of his moſt circumſpct 
zeale vnto his country, ithatghe ſaid Scipio, who was then 
choſen by the Senate of thoſe times ſot the beſt man, without 
any. difference of voices, (a thing worthy often repericion, 


when the Senate had giuen order for a Theater S e * 
wherein the Roman people might Canoe ple ee wands" | 


their vaine teſolution, & in a graue oration perſwaded them, ters in Rome, - | 


not to ſuffer the luxury of the Grecks to creep into their old 
conditions: nor to conſent vnto the entry of forraigne cor- 
ruption,to the ſubue:ſion and exticpation of rheir natiue Ro- 
mas perfection: working ſo much by bus one only Autho- 
zity, chat the whole bench of the iudicious Senate being mo- 
ued by his reaſons, expteſſy prohibited the vie oſthoſe feats 
r began then to haue in the beholding of 
Playes. ebe ee A ts 4 
Naſſica ſo laboured with che Senate, that Theaters Was held 
«thing vnfit, as pteiudiciall to the manners of LA de 
that by a decree of the Senate all 
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ſelues, durſt ye haue oppoſed their authority w 
for Gods being — that they were ——— 
or if hee knew it, then it ſeemes hee held Oh helliſhigno.- 
rance) that they were rather to bee pleaſed, then deſpiled 
being her gas high Prieft vnto them. Fra ay yet chat hes. 
uenly doctrine was _ dell.ieredto the world, which puti- 
ing the heart by raith, changeth the affect, and in CHhriſt 

ech ran abiolutely, from the lauery of theſe proud and 
vngtacious Duels, Who as I haue be tore ſaid, euen by com- 
mand and conſtraint forced the ſtayed Romans , which 
knew nothing but of armes before, to preſent them with 
ſuch thin?22; ray (nor only to preſent them but rodedicate 
and conſecra:e "&n Naith Saint Auguffine with all ſolem- 
nity ynto their honors, | 

There are many thinges in this Hiſtory of eſpecial! note. 
' Firſt chat it was the choſen beſt man in Rome, which diſwa- 
ded the Senate from their enterpriſe, and that the wile Se- 
nate condiſcended to him, Alſo that they held the Greekiſh 
corruption an enemy to the natiue Roman perſeRion:which 
afterward proued true when they had giuen entrance to it, 
The laft thing a that they baniſhed Theaters out of their 
Citty, and without a mile of theirwalles: which was euer 
after obſerued vat ill the fack of Corinth, when Laciws 
Otemmius (et vp a Theater for the Play es at his triumph, 
which ſtood no longer neithet then the triumph laſſed, not 
any after it till Pompeius time. For as long as meerely ſome 
Atomes of Roman perfection did remaine, flanding Thea- 
ters by no meanes might be erected. 

Caligula, that famous, or rather inſamous villaine, what 
i ent ſhifrs he made to maintaine his tiot, all Hmories 
of him do record. Among other thinges bee ſhamefully ex- 
aQcd toll and cuſtome from gaudes, Harlots, and firumpers 
which vſe may ſeeme was ener after retained till Alexander 
Stherns was ror, For hee, faich Eampridin | 


lich Eampridix”, did for- 
bid that it ſhould bee brou | . 
but aſſigued it to the rep 
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it is euident how baſely he eſteemed them, that the moſt baſe 
of all gaines, and wha: hee thought vnboneſt for him to re · 
ceiue, he aſſigned to the Theaters, which ſo many Baudes, 
Varlets and Hatlots bot h then and now did baunt. 
Concerning Poets, Polidorns Vurgill faith. That a little 
aſter Emnins his time, Poetry was ſo debaſed and held in 
ſuch deſpite, that if any one hadprofeſſed himſelte to bee a 
Poet, hee was taken for a murtherer ot a Ruffian, What the 
Romans held concerning Poeſie and Commedians, Cicers 
reco:deth in his booke of the common wealth where Scyis 
1s brought in faying thus. F that the prine ledge of an old 
cuſſome bad not allowed tem, Comedians could neuer lane gi- 
wen ſuch profes of them vilener pon Theaters, Hee ptocee- 
deth further and ſheweth what Lawes were made againſt 
them ia the twelue tables, and that our liues ſhould not be 
cenſured by Poets, but by lawfull Magiſtrates, and in the 
end concludes, that the ancient Romans difliked, oo 
ans life ſhonld be praiſed or diſpraiſed the : 
would b, no — —— . the 
quips and cenſures of Poets, but inflicted a C puniſh. 
ment vppon ſuch as durit offend in that kind. And fo the 


beld the art of fla ge- o baſe and umme that there. Ne Players 
fore thay Vidnor — the howars of — from ebe of 
fuch'\bind of men , but appointe4- tha Cenſort in them vine ts ne, wi 
remone then from ben! ay part of any tribe, aud mould not ſo much as 
wouch[afe them to be counted as members of the Cutty. Thon their free- 
it muſt of force bee granted that the Players were the moſt ame there 


pernicious men of conditions chat could be, and the vudeſt 


in their villaales, becauſe they oould not bee allewed for 


wicked and vngt 
that by the 
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w. it. That Players were excluded from being of any tribe, 
La and Valerius do both teſtifie: vnleſſe authority made 
them ſuch, for that ſeemes as a conſtraint. As befell to De- 
cimss [aberins, whem Nero requeſted to act a mimick of 
his vppon the Stage: and yet hee neuertheleſſe v as after chat 
a Gentleman of Rome. For hee that is forced to offend the 
Law, is held not to offend, But a right worthy decree, and 
well beſeeming the Poman wiſedome was this. That none 
which would chooſe of a Roman Cittizen to become a 
Player, ſhould only bee ſecluded all honors, but by the Cen- 
fors cenſure bee made vtietly vncapable of l uing as a mem- 
ber ot his proper tribe. But Why were their Players ſo de- 
baſed, by whom their Gods were ſo pleaſed? This was the 
Contreuet ſie betweene the Greekes ard the Romans, The 
Greekes thought good reaſon to honour thoſe Players, ſee- 
Ing they mult honout them which did require thoſe Playes: 
but che Romans diſabled their Players to beate honor in 
their Citty. 

The Greckes mad a Law that the Comedian might ſpeake 
what they liſt of any man: The Romans made a law forthe 
abtidg ement ot ſuch licentious liberty; and gaue them leaue 
to ſay hat they would of their Diuell - Gods. The Greeks 
ſeeing they had ſueh Gods to ſerue as required Playes, 
thought it not fit to take away any liberty from the Poets in 
vſing theſe Stage · mocks and ſhames, And this they did for 
feare leaſt thet Gods ſhould bee provoked to anger again. 
them, in caſe they went about to make themſelues into more 
honeſt moulds then they were, and ſoc ſeeme to preſerre 
themſelues before them, which delighted in the Poeticall 
fictions of their vicious facts: or els for deſite to bee made 
le their Gods, euen in their greateſt enormities. And from 
| this. nmagined convenience came it, that they held the 
very actors of thoſe Playes worthy of their citties honors, 
As wetcad that Efcbines of Athens (Whom Demoſtbenos in 
his oration de Corona calls an 228 thaning beene 

an adtot of Tragedics in his youth ,, is ſaid to haue 1 
ove : 7 off 


2 


—— za AX v LCxqREZECDNMNMECAMEdzE E Y- Xx 


Apologie for Actors, 35 
office in the common wealth, Yet AEſchines himſelfe in ar 
Epiſtle he wrote to the Athenians, ſeemes to affirme , that 
hee had giuen ouer his ſtage-playing before hee bare any 
place in the Citty. But on the other fide the Romans were 
fo farre from gracing them, that they would not alow them 
in place in a Plebeyan tribe: much lefle in the Court or Se- 
nate, but held them diſgracefall to all callings, Plato dif 
puting of the true perfection of a Citty, would haue Poets 
baniſhed from that ſociety, as enemies to the Citties full 
perfection being wel ordered. Vet ia his 10, Book de Repub, 
Socrates having ſpoken much againſt them, concludeth 
all in this : that hee holds that Poetty fit to bee excluded, 
which giues life to vnmanly affections: and that to bee al- 
lowed, which is manly and honeſt, For all Poetry is not to 
bee condemned : they are called by ſome a diuine kinde 
of men, namely when they ſing hymnes tothe Deitie: 
as David in his Pſalmes, Solomon in his Cancicles, and the 
Prophets in their pleaſant Pſalmodies. And if they exceed 
not in looſencſle, — not to rancor, conſent not to ſtat- 
terie, byte not with taunts, ſcoffes, quips, and ĩeſta, ſetnot 
abroch fables, fictions, lyes, anton toyes, amorous con- 
ceits, nor in their Poeſies ſow any ſeeds of corruption, ſuch 
Poets are profitable members in Plato's Common-wealth, 
But ſuch good Poets, Play-Poets in theſe daies are not: 
and if they will be Play-poets, then to pleaſe their hearers 
ſuch they cannot be. And therefore are they vnneceflatie 
in a common-wealch, Archilochus the Poet as ſoone as he 
came into Sparta, was preſently thruſt out againe , becauſe 
hee had written falſhood in his Poems: and euer after, 
the Lacedemenians forbad all fabulous Poeſie. And hence — 
grew the common prouerbs, Posts are 1jar1. And Pott and 
Painters may bye by authoritie. And it was written of Se- 
rater, that he was but ill or ſlenderly brought vp in Poe 
fie, becauſe hee loued the truth. And a man might ſay, 
that dus mooued Caligula to condemag . and 
e gen e, een ö 
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Hemer Bookes, becauſc of rh cir prophane fables. 
The Ciuy of CMarſeles hath beene matue ilouſly praiſed in 
ancient time, for that ſhee alwaies rejected. ſtage - Poets & 
Players, And the ,Emperois Tiberius, Anthony, Aurelius, 
Frederick, the firſt, and Heri the third cauſed them rg be 
driven out of their Empire,and the Tribunes baniſhed one 
Nevins out of Rome, Auguſtus like w iſe baniſhed Oid, ind 
Dowitia® Inwenal, Archulochus tellinto conſuſion by his 
owne dettactions. Plate compared the diſputes in Poetry 
to the banquers of the ignorant, that vic muſicke inſtced of 
ood diſcouſe , Pythageras (aid that their ſoules hanged in 
ien yppon a tree, ſtill pulled on euery ſide by ſcrpents tor 
cheit damnable inventions, Swetonins Tramquuſl us in the life 
of Aug uſtus declareth, that in Rome there was a yery plea- 
ſant ieſling-Plaier called Epifarias, who to ſhew the Em- 
perour pleaſure, and hoping to haue a good reward, went 
to the Pallace atone time in the attire of a Page, and at a- 
nother time in the habit of a Roman matron: and ſo trucly 
counterfeited every thing, chat it ſeemed to bee the very 
perſons whom he aled, But the Emperour was fo highly 
diſpleaſed with what the Actor had done, that forthwith 
he commanded him to be whipe about the Theater three 
times. And when he complained, chat the Emperour com- 
manded vagabonds to be whipt but once, and he chrice, 
Awgnſtns anſwered ; Thou art worſe then a Vagabond; 
once they ſha] whip thee for the iniury chou haſt Jon tothe 
perſons thou didſt repreſent, the ſecond time for the pte- 
ſumption thou hadſt to act thy folly in my preſence , and 
thirdly for the time thou haſt loſt, and made others to looſe 
in beholding and hearing. Don Antony de Guezara in his; 
diall of Princes hath this Hiltory, That in Rome their icſters 
& Comedians became ſo diſſolute, that they were oc caſion 
of ſlander among the le. Which ſcene and conſidered, 
and withall that they hueg as loyterers and fooles: the Se- 
nate of Rome determined among themſelues to baniſh 
them all out of the common-wealth, On this execution of 


theſe 
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theſe loyterers, ſprung diuers diſſentions among the peo. 
le. For the Princes which were good caſt them out, and 
thoſe which were euill called them in. So that one of the 
tokens to know a vertuous or vicious Prince in Rome, was 
to ſee whether hee maintained theſe Players among the 
people, Cornelins Tucitus amaliuns lib. 1. Recordeth that in 
the Raigne of Tibertus there was a very great ſedition in 
Rome, by re aſon of the Players llerntiduſneſſe. And after 
he hath ſhewed the Ryot which by their meanes was com- 
mitted, he faith, Actum e te 64 ſeditiont apud Patres, dice. 
bamwrque /ententie, vt Pretoribus ius vi rgarum in Hiſtriones 
et. It was debated among the Stnators concerning that ſedi- 
pou equa err Abe 0b rs 1 2 755 
etort, to wake the Players the 4 
— that the — 2 mm 0 
a excluded all honors, euen the leaſt that might bee in 
the Citie as is before declared : but they were alſo coun- 
ted for Rogues, vpon any offence ſubiec to the laſhof the 
whip. Like vmo which by the lawes of chis Reabm oſ Eng» 
und alſo — were muſtted in the C of the ſeue 
tall kindes of R and Vagabonds, ht ſo to be 
niſwed, vhereſoeuer they be taken, if they had their de- 
erts : ſuch as trauell the countries with playes and enter- 
ludes, making a trade of it: As oftentimes our London 
Players when the infection is in the Citie male an'occupa- 
tion in travelling the Countreys 3 — to 
Fayre and from Citie to Citie. And hat difference is there 
between the one ſort & the other, but euea hone at all For 
boch alike excheat mony fr6 the communuttie,&forrotind 
ſurmmes of fuer give them nothing but tultitudes/ of vain 
and fooliſh words. Thus haue I 
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eAfors : And of the wonderfull abuſe 


of their impious qualitic. 


— — 


Tus Tap Booxs. 


F Itherto haue I proceeded in Refutation — 
oppoſition of Maſter eActors eApologie 
Omitting nothing worthy of notice, w 
4 1 baue not touched, or ſhall not — 
nin this my laſt treatiſe. And now that I haue 
+/-_, declared the abhominable originall, with 
Ancient ad preſent indignitie of Player ; I come laſtly to 
handle the vie of their qualitie : wherein according to my 
former method, after I haue conuinced M. Actors Argu- 
ments and affirmations, with Reaſons and ne gations I 
will ſet done the moſt pbhomiaeble abuſe, andi ixppious 
qualiticot them. 

Tragedies and Comedies faith he, — Donates, had 
their beginning 4 Rebws Nawhic, from Divine ſacrifices. 
It attue; they were firſt inſtituted of Dꝛuels and for Diuels, 
and therefore as things fult conſecrated to Duwels, oughy 
to be abandoned. 1 

Next M. Actor ſets downe kis Jefinicion of 2 Comedic; 
for-which hec ſhould haue alledged his Author, becauſe 
he ſaith it is according to the Latins, But ſuppoſe it were of 
his one braine gathered from Cicerees ſaying (1 know nax 
where) which — alledgeth thus: e 
the Image of truth. Well chen; 3 his definitinn 
I wuſt confuge Cicers 1 And 8 


{i | What 
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Whatſoeuer is the Image of truth, is like yato truth, For 
Images are ſaid to be like vnto what they repreſenc, 
— a Come dieis not like vnto truth: 
Ergo: It is not the Image of Truth. 


My Aſſumption I confirme thus. A Comedy is not like vnto 
truth, becauſe it is wholly compoſed of Fables and Vani- 
tics: and Fables and Vaaities, are lyes and deceiprs : and 
lyes and deceipts are cleane eontratie to truth, and altoge- 

er vnlike ic, euen as vertue is vnlike to vice. Wherefore 
my Aſſumption being true my concluſion is alſo firme. Bur 
beſide this refutation of his Definition, I will lay downe 
another in oppoſition of it, gathered out of the workes of 


Athenews ; Thus Playes are the fruit of vintage and drun- 


Definition of 


kenneſſe, conſiſting of ſundry impieties, comprehending pi. 
NA ry impi wy ding Ployes. 


euill and damnable things, wherein is ow in our 
lives and manners wee may follow all kinde of vice with 


Art. For they ate full of filthy words and geſtures, ſuch as he riches of 
would not become very lacques and Courtezans: and haue Player, 


ſundry inuentions which infeR the ſpirit, and repleniſh it 
with vnchaſte, whooriſh, coſening, deceirfull, wanton and 
miſchieuouspaſs ions: beſides which inconueniences Stage» 
Players doe oftentimes enuy, and gnaw at the honor ofan 
other, and to pleaſe the vulgar people, ſet before them lyes, 
and teach much diſſolution and deceitſulnes : by this 
meanes turning vpſide done all diſcipline and good man- 
ners, Herevpon T wi complaineth all in vaine, who being 
to ſpeak of Comedians and Poets, when he came to them 
faith : T be clamer and approbation of the people, when it is ioy- 
ned with theſe Pocticall fichions, a: thete/limony of ſome great 
and learned matter, oh what darkneſſe doth it inuolus a man in? 
what feare: it inflilts, what luit it inflames? Thus S. Augaſti 
h the ſenteoce, But the whole ſentence I take it is 
out of the third of ¶ rere / Tuſculane Queſtion 5 where ſpea- 
ing ofthe cauſes which corrupt the ſeeds of yertue natural- 
nnn 
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| pacityof chat which receaueth:yet it extendeih it ſelf not ſo 
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who pretending 2 great deale of dodtrine and wiſedome, 
ace learned, read, heard and borne away inthe mind of eue- 
ry man. But when that great muſter the multitude is added 
alſo, and the whole company ſwarming on eucry ſ.de vnto 
vices, then chiefly are wee infected with depraued opinion, 
and drawne from out very expteſſe nature. 

Next M. Actor recites a verſe againſt them which con- 
demne Playes. 

Oderunt bilarem triiles, triſtemq ioc oſſ. 

It is true; for gravity and Icuity, two contraries cannot 
eomſiſt in one. But what ſaid the Lacedemonian concerning 
this. I tv we Greeks are better weepmg with our Sages: then 
are the Romans lau hing at their fooles. - 

After this hee will ſeeme to anſwer an obiection, which 
becaule it is but a peece of an obiection, extorted, both 
it and his anſwere I will omit, The obiection is, that 
the Romanes in their time, and ſome in theſe dayes haue 
abuſed Playes: but they hauenot only abuſed rhem, for they 
are abuſe it ſelfe, (Thal inftance further heereaſtet) and 
euet were. | 

After this againe hee ſaith, 

Playes are im vſt us they are vnderſlood: 

Speitators eyes may make them bad or geod. 
Oright excellently well ſard! In what a doubrfull caſe would 
the vſe of playes then ſtand, if none but fooles(as common- 
ly they all are) or none but blindmen were their auditors?che 
one kind could not ynderſtand, the other could not fee, and 
conſcquentlyneither giue right judgement of them: For the 
one could not vnderſtand what vice to auoid, the other 
could not ſee ated to the life what magnanimious vertue 
for to follow, 

But to leaue this forked argument, and with more plaine 
te aſons to touch his meaning. I Deny his maxime . For all- 
though this Axiome .Omme accipitur ſecundum modus 4cci- 
piemtis bee true ,cuery thing is receiued according to the ca- 


farre 
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farre 26 M. «Mor: intention. For then according to the 
diſcretion of fooles and blind men, if Playes were cuill, (as 
they ate not to be thought otherwiſe) by their good ac. 
cepting of them they were good; which how abſurd a tea- 
ſon it is let all men indge. Beſides which if their were any 

ood in Playes, yet for the euill, which is greater, they are 
not tollerable. And wee are taught not to doe good if any 
euill may enſue thereby. For good when it is the occafion 
of euill, ceaſeth any longer * ood, but is turned into 
finne: For euill, and the occaſion of euill are ynder the ſame 
edicament bf ſinne. 

Next M. Aftor inferreth many vocations and inftituti- 
ons of life wherein men live, amongſt which there hath 
beene ſome bad: and thereupon demanndeth , whether 
the generall ſhall be condemned for the particulars ſake, I 
anſwer no; Bur the Genus of pliyey comes not vnder the 
ptote ction of this reaſon, becauſe they fare wholy euill, as 
more at large I will ſnew towards the end of my diſcourſe, 
Next M. Alter proceeds in the vſe of Playes, and ſhewes 
firſt that they are an Ornament to the Citty . But Trhinke 
the ſaying of Valerinr Maximus of more authority then 
this : who faith, Playes were neuer brought vp Sine Rego 
rabore, without ſhame to the Kingdome, Secondly, hee 
ſhewerh (and to the diſgrace of his mn ye pl om] 

, a Gally- 


our Engliſhwas the rudeſt language in the worl 


mafry of Dutch, French; Triſh, Saxon, Scotch, and Welſh, 
but by Play-Poets it hath beene refined, But doth he not 
forget; chat whiles theyaddeGreeke, Lattine, and Italian, 
they make a great mingle-mangle. Nay, before the Con- 

by Baftard nl that the French came in, our Eng- 
lin tongue was moſt perfect, able to expreſſe any Hebru- 
iſme, which is the rryall of perfection in Languages, and 
now it will very hardly dx Greeke Lectute . For 
after that the French had once corrupred it, it was but of 
late yeares that it could recouer's common Dialect againe. 
Since which againe it hath 1 more * 
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thereby it u become more obſcure, and vſed amo gſt few, 
for the ſunple vulgar people cannot vnderſtand it: And a 
plaine man can ſcarce vttet his mind, for want of Phraſes, 


| (as I may ſay) according to the faſhion. But hat refined- 


neſſe is in our language, it's not from Poets, but ſrom other 
learned mens writings, from whom they borrow all the re- 
words they haue. 
d he 2 that Playes haue taught the igno- 
rant knowledge of many famous Hiſtories, They haue 
indeed made many to know of thoſe Hiſtories they neue, 
did, by reaſon they would neuer take the paines to read, 
them. Buttheſe that know the Hiſtories before they {,, 
them acted, are ever aſhamed,when they haue heard wat 
lyes the Players inſert amongſt them, and how great 
ey deptaue them. If they be too long fora Play, the 
make them curtals; if too „they enlarge them ich 
many Fables, and whither too long or too ſhort, they cor- 
rupt them with a Foole and his Bables: whereby they make 
cher like Leaden rules, which men will fic to their worke, 
and not frame their worke to them,. So that the ignorant 
inſtead of true Hiſtory ſhall beare away nothing but ſabu- 
lous lyes. 

Next M. Adder bath firived wonderfully, in ſhewing 
the particular vſes of playes, which I will reſerve to con. 
demne, with all their qualities, toward the latter end of this 
book, And proceed next toſhew the abſurditiesof M. Aclo- 
in his 3. Hiſtoties of ſtrange accidents that haue happend at 
playes: which make more againſt him then for him, if they 
were well conſidered, according to Gods juſt iud ement, 
and not M. Actor's vaine application. Ihe firſt and laſt Hi. 
flory concerning trechetous murthers committed by vn- 
— wiues vpon their husbands, hee applyeth to playes, 
becauſe at plaies their firſt diſcoucries were inti : 
= it was — for theſe bloody-minded wines 

long in their ſinnes without repentance, God for a great 
whe ing mere ad Pad he Barco 
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ſaw them to perſiſt in their inflexible ſtubburnneſſe, that in 
ſtead of ſuing to him for grace and remiſſion of their ſinnes, 
they prouoked him to greater . in ſtead of coming 
to the temple there to pray, to t Sathans Sinagogue 
there to ſee ſport and feed their pleaſures: hee euen tooke 
them napping in the Diuells Sanctuary: that where they 
thought to conceive much mirth from vanity, there they 
might bee ptickt in conſcience, and receiue the beginning 
of their jorrow,at laſt to bring them rorepentance,that God 
might ſaue their ſoules , though in his iuſtice hee brought 
their bodies to deſtruction. Theother Hiſtory of the flight 
of ſome rouing Spaniards from a towne in Cornewall, vpon 
ſtriking vp of an alarme at night by the Players on the Rage, 
hee applyeth likewiſe vnto playes. But fatre rather it is to 
bee attributed to Gods mercy, who carefully kept watch 
for the towne and not the Players, Hee l ſay, while they 
were ſecure at their pleaſures, and feared leaſt when they 
had greateſt cauſe, turnedtheir preſent entetlude to a good 
vie, being euill of ut ſelſe (a5 ſometimes hee vſeth the Duels 
themſelues for his inſtruments Jrhereby to teach them to be 
more wary another time, rnd not to entertaine againe the 
cauſe of like ſecurity : and ſparing the rowne, for the good 
that were abſent, and not ruinating it for the vicious min« 
ded that were preſent at theſe Players trumperies, 

Now haue l oppoſed and confuted the grand Arguments 
of M. Afor:third booke, ſuch as concerne ſome, though 
not the more particular vſe of Playes, which now I come 
— to handle, Before which yet euen as M. Actor 

ach done, fo will I declare two authentick Hiſtories of tear» 
full accidents that haue happened at the Theaters. The firſt 
is recorded in the booke intituled, be Anotomy of Abuſer. 
made by M. Philly Seubbes, that when a multitude 
were aſſembled at the Theater, the ſent a mighty 
earthquake as though all would haue fallen about their 


cares, 
Whereat the ſare amazed downe to the 
. he people 7 » ſomeleapt 
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ground from the tops of turrets and galleries where they 


late. wacreot ſome had their legges broke, ſome their armes, 
ſome thcic backes, ſome hurt one where, and ſome another, 
and many fore ctuſht and bruiſed, but not any which went 
not away ſore aftiaid, and wounded in conſcience. 

The Second hiſtory | haue both read and heard. Read, 


_ if 1 be not deceaued in Diet commentaries vpon Saint 
Augufline: and heard ſome hue yeares ſince at Iriſtoll from 


the mouth of a Reuerend Preacher, recited there in a ſet 
Sermon againſt the abuſe of Playes. And it was thus, In 
che times of the primative Church, a Chriflian woman 
went into the Theater to behold the plaies. She entred in 
well and ſound, but ſhe returned and came forth poſſeſſed 
of the Diuell. Wherevpon certaine Godly brethren de- 
manded Sathan how he durſt be ſo bould, as ro enter to 
her a Chriſtian, Whereto he anſwered, that bee fewnil ber 
in his owne houſe, and therefore rooke poſſeſſion of her as 
his owne, A tearctull example this is indeede , able toaf. 
frighten and deter any from entring into Theaters , leaſt 
they incur the like danger as this woman did. But now I 
am come to entreat of the qualities of Plaies and Players, 
Iwill heare add ſome hiſtoricall Apothegmes and ſayings 
concerning them , vnto the former recited and alleaged 
in my ſecond treatiſe , and fo withall Iwill proceed in my 
diſcourſe, Saint Azgnſtme in his booke of the City of od, 
ſpeaking of ſome vices inthe Ramaines which their Cities 
ruine, by the Barbarian Gothes, did not teforme, exclayme h 
thus. O you ſenceleſſe men how are you bewitched not 
with error but furor? That when all the nations in the Eaſt 
(as we heare ) bewaile your Citties ruine, and all the moſt 
remote regions bewaile your miſery , and publike ſorrow, 
— your {elues runne headlong vnto the Theaters: ſee - 
ing them, filling them, and playing farre maddet parts 
now then euer you did before, This your plague of minde, 
this your wracke of honefty , was that which Scipio ſo fea- 
red when hee would not haue any Theacersbuil for you. 
| Dio, 
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Dis, in the Life of Tyaian reportoth concerning an ac. 
tive Player thus, That when they entreated the good Em- 


perour that hee would pleaſe to heare him; hee anſwered, . 


It is not for the maieſty of a graue and yertuous Prince, that 
in his preſence any ſuch vaine thing ſhould be ſhewed, 
For in ſuch a cafe himfelfe ſhould be no leſſe noted of light. , 
neſſe, then the other accuſe d of folly, And furtner he ſaid. 
Before Princes a man ſhould not be fo hardy to ſpeake diſ- 
honeſt words, nor ſhew light repreſentations, And m ſuch 
a cale as much paine deſcrue they which moue him thereto, 
as thoſe which doe repreſent them, for none ought to put 
before Princes things that might alluto chem rovices, but 
ſuch as might moue them to vertues. Maren Aurehu- 
wrote s letter to Lambertus liis friend /* certifying him that 
he had baniſhed from Rome, all Ieſters, Foole-, and Loye 
tering Players, and declaring how hee had found the Se- 
pulchers of many learned Philoſophers in Helleſpont,where- 
ynto he had ſent them. x 


Some fragments of this letter I will heare repeat, Aſter Marcus Aure- 
ſaluration faith hee. To declare the chiefe cauſe that 1 lius bis letter, 


write vnto thee at this preſent, ir is, I ſend thee three ſhips 
loaden with lefters, Fooles, Players, and Vagabunds. And 
yet 1 doe not ſend vnto thee all the * which are 
in Rome, for then I ſhould em-peoplethine lle with ſtran- 
ers, The offices that they bare was, that ſome of them 
were Rayling ieſters, ſome Singers of Mallicious ond filthy 
ſongs , others playd common playes, and enterludes, and 
entertayned the Romaines with fooliſh fables and tales, 
others ſet forth vaine and light bookes of Poeſie. And 
yet I ſweate vnto thee theſe Loyterers wanted no Fooles 
to heare them. Tlet thee weet my friend Lambert, that 
theſe loyterers are ſuch, and their ſchollers in number ſo 
many, that though the maiſters may be in three ſhips cur- 
ried, yet the ers in an hundred could not be tranſpor- 
ted. ching chere is at which I much wonder: chat the 


Earch-quakes overthrow the houges, great/inyndations 
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carry away the bridges, the froſt periſh the vines, and the 

contagious aire infecteth Wiſe - men: But yet there is no 

plague that conſumech theſe Fooles. O Rome liow vnhap- 

py doſt thou preſent thy ſelfe to him that doth diligently 

ſeatch thee, Fot inthee wanteth valliant — 2 
Senators, iuſt Cenſors, faithfull Officers, vertuous Princes, 

and onely thou aboundeſt with Fooles, Ieſtert, Players, Loy- 
tetets, and Vagabonds. O Lambert, What ſervice ſhouldeſt 
thou doe to God, and Profit to our Mother Rome, if for 

three ſhips of Fooles thou dideſt returne ys one onely Barke 

ol Wiſe- men. 

After this hee writeth of thoſe that heare theſe Fooles, 
thus. A Foole hath a ſemblance of the Sage when he ac 
companieth with a Sage: But the Sage ſheweth himſelſe a 
Foole when he accompanieth with a Foole, If wee com- 
municate with Lyers wee ſhallbe Lyers, and if wee deſire 
the Fooliſh we ſhall be Fooles : for accordying to the Ma- 
ſters and Doctrines we haue, ſuch ſhalbe the Sciences we 
learne,and the workes we ſhall follow. Dieniſus the Scici- 
lian tyrant demanded of Diegenes, with what perſons wee 
ſhould deuide our goods: whoanſwered , with aged per- 
ſons that ſhould counſaile vs, good ſeruants which ſhould 
obey vs, friends that ſhould comfort vs, and the poore that 
ſhoold pray for vs. By this anſwere wee may ſee, that it is 
not iuſt to gue tocate to leſtets, Players, Loyterers , anf 
Fooles. And it ſeemeth to me, a man ought not to thinke 
that Players can giue good inſtruction by their lyes and 
mockeries, Alſo it ſhould be great folly ro yſe ſuch men as 
Sages, Which of their owne will haue made them ſe lues 
Fooles. And againe it ſeemeth to me vane to thinke, that 

ſuch Ieſters ſhould ſetue as ſeruants. For they to fly trauaile 
haue onely taken vpon them this ſo ſlanderous an office, 
Thirdly, it ſeemeth to me a thing of great inconueniener, 
that a noble or Sage man accept any ſuch Teſter as 
his friend : For > cannot be counted amongſt 2 
friends,fince they loue ys not for the vertue we poſſeſſe, / | 
or 
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for the goods which wee haue. Fourthly it ſeemeth vuto me 
vniuſt that vuder the coulour of. povierty it ſhould bee la- 
full co give meat to ſuch loyterers: For wee cannot ſay they 
ate pote becauſe they wantritches but becauſe they abound 
in folly, Since therefore they ate not honeſt poore, true 
friendes, faithfull ſeruants, wiſe Sages, therefore it is folly 
for any man to ſpend his goods vppon them, and thereby 
By chis Centurion thou ſhalt know all thinges that are 
chanced among the priſoners. For if I ſhould write vnto 
chee the whole matter as it was done, it would bee much 
paine to me to write it and to thee yerytedious torcad, Ir 
ſuffice th preſently to ſay, that the day of the great ſo- 
lemnity of the mother Berecimb, a great ſlandet aroſe in 
Rome by reaſon of theſe ieſters;players and loyterers, And 
by the faith of agood man I ſweare vntothee, that the 
bloodſhed throughout all places, ſurmounted the wine 
which was drunke at the feaſt. And as thou knoweſt the 
Citizens are come to ſo great impudency , that hee which, 
on that day drapke moſt, was efteemed to haue offered the 
greateſt ſacrifice. I am yet aſſtaid to remember the quelties 
which that day I beheld wihmy own eyes, but l am much 
more aſhamed of that which they talke of vs in ſtrange 
Re almes. Then ſaw I Rome, inuincible to the valiant men, 
that day ouet come With loyteters. Rome, which could ne- 
uet be won by the Carthaginians, is now won by Jeſters, 
Players and Vagabonds: Rome, which triumphed ouer all 
the Realmes is now vanquiſhed by ſuch idle perſons. Finally 
I aw Rome, which in times paſt gave lawes to the Batba- 
cans, now became the ſlaue of ſoolts. In this caſe Lhaue 
becne ſo troubled that I cannot tell what to ſay, and Jeſſe 
what to write to thee. One thing comſortetli me, that ſince 
Rome and het Romans do not reioyce themſelues but with 


fooles, thas (hee and her children bee not puniſhed bur by 
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do vizepe one day with the loyterers in earneſt, Thou 
mighiſt demand of me — ſince — ate bound 
to maiutaine equall juſtice to all, whereforewee diſſemble 
the offences of others performed in earnef}, and yet we will 
not pardon theſe loyterets, ſince all their inuenuom was 
but in ieſt for mirth and paſtime, I promiſe thee. though 
heir offences were great indeed, yet doe I not banjſh 
them ſo much for the blood they haue ſhed , as for the 
orders they haue peruerted. And once again I proteſſ vn- 
tothee that I haue not baniſhed them ſo much becauſe they 
were occaſion of murthers, as becauſe they were teachers 
of lyes, Without compariſon greater is the offence to God 
and greater the damage to the common wealth , to take a- 
way as theſe loyterers haue done, the tences of wiſe men, 
then that which the murtherers have done in bereading 
their aduetſaries of life, I he end of theſe ieſters, players, 
idle men and vagabonds, is alwayes to perſwade men that 
they ſpeake and treat continually in mockeries, to rid them 
ef melancholly and ſorrow, and giue them recreation: and 
ail this is but to deceiue them of their goods. In which caſe 
I wiſh it would ſo pleaſe God, that they dia but ſpoyle 
vs onely of our goods, without depriving vs of our wilc- 
de me. | 

When Scipio Af icanns had ended the warres of Aﬀrich , 
hee went through Rome, accompanied , not with valiant 
Captaines, but wich Players : Which when a Philoſopher 
eſpied, he ſaid vnto him theſe wordes. O Scipio according 
to the much I haue heard of thee, and the little I ſee in thee, 
it were better theu hadſſ dyedin Affrick then haue come 
to Rowe, For thy worthy and thy honorable acts in thy ab- 
ſence did aftoniſh vs, but thy leuity in out preſence doth 
offend vs. To thee ir is great infamy , and a ſhame yntothe 
ſacred Senate, that thou hauing conquered ſo many mighty 
Princes in Affrick , ſhouldft goe ac ied with fooles 


and madmen in Reme. O Scipio, thy teens {v0 
at 


much perill among thine enemies; 26 xt 
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this preſent among ſooles. After that theſe loyterers aa 
vagabonds ſhall land in thine ile, thou ſhalc depriue them of 
none of their goods, but thou ſhalt not ſuffer them to bee ſo 
hardy to exerciſe rheir crafts : which if they preſume to do 
they (hall put them to death, Wee chat ate vages call chem 
fooles: yet are they ſubtill ſooles which by craft live yppon 
the ſweat of others. g theri & 

And with greater reaſon ſhould they mock our works, then 
wee laugh at their words: for they profit more of our goods 
then wee can of their folly,  - 

Afterwards ſpeaking of the plague hen playes were 
firſt induced, he imprecateth thus. Would to cheimmorrall 
Gods that the plague had ended theſe few which remained. 
before this curſed generation had brought ſuch abomina- 
ble cultomes into Rowe, Much better had it beene for our 
Mother Rome ſhee had beene diſpeoplod, then ſuch ta- 
calls had been her inhabitants. 
Smoe the time I was borne, I neuer ſaw any thing leſſe 
ftrable in the common wealth, not moro vaide, nor . 
inuentions, nor coulder recreations then theſe are, which 
riſe ieſters and players do lu nt. What thing can be mote 
monſtrous then to fre the mockery of a ſoole draw. many 
wife men beſide their witees ? what greater folly then to 
efteeme the teſts of a ſoole worth che laftex of the Sage? 
what greater cruelty in Rome, then that tich men giue more 
to a Player for one houres babling, then to a ſeruant for his 
whole yeares trauailer What greater theſt then this, that 
the Gariſons in Ai Want, but Players ieſtars and loyterers 
in Rome haue too much? what greater ſhame to Rome then 
this: that Players haue wonne more by their enterlude sand 
mocketies, then divers Capraines with e af mas ca 
triutnpbes f Laim = 07 nilgigliß Fit, yoo 

Afterwards hee ſheweth to how labund ence of 
wealth ſome Players haue comet 5 :Hee ſaith 
thus. Behold Lambert h. ite neglectod of the Gods 
end fauored of Fortune : a ho little eſti mation the 
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50 
— of this life ought to bee, ſince ſome by counterfeiting, 
cave behind them as great memory of their folly, as others 
in truth doe by their wiſedome. One thing onely there is of 
theſe loyterers that pleaſeth me, That with their preſence 
at Rome, they made euery man laugh at their fooleries: and 
now they are baniſhed all remaine ſad for the mony the 
carried away. It is a iuſt iudgement of God,thatthoſe which 
haue taken yaine pleaſure together, do weepaſterwards for 
their loſſe ſeuetally, &c. 

Plutarch telleth of a Lacedemenian who when hee was 
demanded what he thought of T:irtews the Poct:anſwered; 
Hee was very good to infect young mens wits, And Hieron 
of Syracuſa condemned the Poet E picarinus in a great fine, 
dec auſe in his wiues preſence he had — abliuice: 
verſes. If this ſhould be obſerned in theſe times, Poets 
would. verily make too true the common ſaying which 
callech them Thread Hare. Vines alſo writeth, that Oaid was 
moſtiuſtly baniſhed as an inſitument of wantonneſſe, for 
making loue bookes ,enterludes,, and ſuch amorous trum- 
pery. Tertullian, an ancient Doctot of the Church, called 
Poets and certame Philoſophers the Pattiarches of Here, 
ticks, And in his booke De Specwlo faith, that Playes were 
conſecrate to the Idoll Bacchut, becauſe hee — out and 
jauented ſtrong drinke , which Paling emius toucheth at in 
theſe yerſes concerning Poets. 


\H; fwrys apitantur lacebi, & Apolinis eftro, 
Quorur ego indicium falſum, & damnabile duco. 


Blondus in his booke de Roma triumphante ſaith, that the 
Romaines gaue lawes to their Ieſtets and Players, euen as 
they did diſcipline to their mattiall Cheeftaines, And a- 
mong othet Lawes hee tepeateth theſe three of eſpeciall 
note. Firſt they permitted none to yſc ſuch feats vnleſſe 
bee had ſome other Ctaſt to liue by: But our Players are 


altogetber idle. Secondly they prohibited any vice to 12 
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ſo bold in his oſtentations 2s to ſpeake malliciouſly: but 
this is the chiefe ſubie of our Commedies now, Laſtly 
they ordayned that for no paſtime ſhewed , orother thing 
ſpoken, r 2's ſhould be ſo bould to take any mony; and to 
& end allowed them a ſmall 3 out of the treaſury. 
If our Players and Ieſters ſhould be enioyned to this rule, I 
am perſwaded theit gaines would be no eye - ſore to them 
at the yeates eud: For the country loueth them nat ſo well 
as to giue them yeately penſions, except a Noble man or 
ſo, baue ſome as reteyners to them. But they may here re- 
member che ſaying of Bias, Te be accounted 4 noble mans 
tefter is tobeeſicemed a meremary Foole, 
Ariſotle in the end of his eight booke of Politicques, 
debarreth all youth acceſſe to playes, leaſt in ſeeking to 
uench the thirſt of Venur,they quench it with a pottle of 
.Latantins,alcarncd father,ſaith, H1/frions impudiſcins 
geſtus nibil alind niſi libidinem monent, The ſhameleſſe geſ- 
tures of Players ſetue to nothing ſo much as to moue the 
fleſh to Juſt and vncleaneſſe. Saint Chriſoome calleth plaies 
efta Sathane, feaſts of the Diuell. And in his Seueateene 
omily vpon Saint CMarbew hee faith, There is no perrill 
1 ſea ſo dangerous, as are the Theaters and places 
Comedies and Plaies, and declareth at large what diſ- 
ſolutneſſe, diſorder, ſactions, miſchiefes and inconuenien- 
ces haue enſued thereby. Saint Auguſtine de Civit, Dei 
hath written his whole ſecond booke againſt them, and 
faith, Pecunias bitirionibus dare, vit ium eft inane , non virtue. 
To giue mony ynto Plaiers is nor vertue, but a heinous vice. 
The Lacedemonians would never permit ſuch Plaies and 
acts, for feare leaſt ſome-what might be imprinted in 
the peoples breſt, contray to the lawes of truth. Fot as the 
Apoſtle writeth, Euill words corrupt good maxners. And this 
cauſed the good King Saint Louis to baniſh them out of 
his Court. And inCaſcioderns, King Theedorick, wrigeth a 
long letter to his Prouoſt that he ſhould hinder al ſuch ſpe- 
cles, as corrupted manners and honeſty, tayſing nothing 
G 3 but 
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bur quarrels and contention, The which moued Ait 
in his Politicks , to exhort all magiſtrates to forbid fuch 
Plaies, and haniſh all vile words out of their City. And 
Saint Paul exhorteth the Epheſians, that ns corrupt commu. 
nication proceed out of their month : and addeth ; Greewe not 
the holy ſprrit of God by whom you are ſealed unto the day of re- 
demption. Conſt antinus the Emperour ordained that no Play- 
er ſnould be admitted to the Table of the Lord. For how 
can they be partakers of Chriſias table and of the table of 
Diuells. And in the third Counſell of Carthage, Chap. 11. 
And in the Synod of Laodicea, it was decreed that no Chri- 

ſtian Man or Woman, ſhould reſort to Plaics and Enter- 

lads, Wherefore it would be wiſhed that Theaters might 

be defaced , and no oecaſion giuen for ſuch plagues to en- 

ter within Cities and houſes, according to the opinion of 
Saluianus Biſhop of Marſeilles: eſteeming all ſuch ſpecta- 
cles to be very Apoſtacy, and leauing of the faich of Sacra- 
ments, and Chriſtian Religion: and therefore as the occ aſi- 
on of fo great miſchiefe they ought to be ſhunned, Infinite 
are the ſayings to be alleaged both from Diuine and pro- 
phane writers againſt Plaies and Enterludes, but ] will reſt 
contented with thoſe few of many that I haue colleRtey, 
And will now proceed to condemne the vſe of Plaies, by 
declaring their groſſe abuſe and vnchriſtan impiery, 

Firſt therefore they are full of idle and vaine words : of 
which our Saviour ſayth, Mathew 12. 26. I ſay unto yow, of 
euery idle word that men ſhall ſpaabe, they ſhall gms acconnt 
thereof at the W of ius gement. They are full of obſcæne 
ſpeeches, which Saint Paal forbids, Epbeſ. 4. 29. Let 10 
corrupt Communication proceed out of your month. 

They are full of lies and prophane fables : concerning 
which, t Tim. 1.4. Paul commands Timothy, to teach bat 
they gine not heed to fables. And againe, 1 Tim. 4.7. Caſt a- 
way prophane,and old Wines fables: and exerciſe thy ſelfe wats 
Godlineſſe : as if ſuch fables were enemies to Godlinefle, 
Agaiue, 1 Tim. 6, 4. O Timotheus keepe that which 1 2 
wude, 
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wanded onto thee and ancidprophane andaxine ,. Three 
times in one Epiſtle is the ſame repeated, to (hew the erneſt- 
neſſe of Pas / in his dehortation. Which leaſt it ſhould not 
take effect, he againe putteth Tiwothy in minde of it in his 
ſecond Epiſtle, 2 Chap. 16. verſe, Stay prophane and vame 
bablings, for they ſhal mcreaſe to more vngodlineſſe: 

They are full of othes, and blaſphemies, curſing, and 
tearing God and Ch iſt into as many peeces, as they ſuppoſe 
there are members in a Man. Againſt which Exod. a0. there 


+ is the whole third commandement forbidding ir, 


They ate full of all ob = acts of Fornication ,and 
praQiizes of Strumpecs and Coleners , and full of Scuitility, 
Fooleries, Mocks and Mowes, ſpoken againſt by Saint Paw 
Epbeſ. 5.3» But ſornic ation, and all vncleaueſſe or conetouſ- 
meſſe let is nov once be named among you as becommeth Saints : 
neither filthineſſe, neither foaliſb talking, neuber ieſt-g, which 
are things uncomely, 
They are full ofcontng.cadiing, backbyting, quipping, 
taunts, and euill ſpeaking, which is forbidden in the ninth 
commandement, The {halt not bare falſe witneſſe, And 
Saint Paul, 1 Cor. 6. 10. writeth that Kaylers ſhall not in- 
herit the kingdome of God , and Epheſ. 4. 31. he exhorteth, 
Let all bitterneſſe , and auger, and wrath , crying , and cuil 
ſpeaking be put away from you , with all malliciouſneſſe, This 
euill tongue Dauid calleth a ſharpe Razor, and hot burning 
Coales, Whereypon Salomon in his Prouerbs faith, Hee 
which keepeth his tongue, keepeth his life, And herevpon all 
kinde of mockery, (With which Plaies are enrich, ) ought 
to be ſhunned, which is a reproch couered with ſome fault, 
and which accuſtometh the mocker to Raile and Lye ; and 
moueth more then an iniury, when it proceedeth from a 
will co outrage, and a malice withournecefſity: which hath 
pued ſome to term ir an artificiall iniury. Paw 1 { or.5-11» 
Willeth vs not ſo much as to Eate and Drink with Raylers, 
and Kalamon writerh in his Prouetbes, That God doth ab- 


nor all Mockers, For this canſe wee are to reſemble the 
| Phifarians 
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Phiſitians which Hypocrates made to ſweare, that th 
ſhould not bewray the ſecret and hidden falts and euill: 
or rather follow the counſell of Saint Peter, 1 Pet. 2. 1. 
That laying a ſide all malliciouſmeſſe, and all guile, and diſ5i- 
mulation, and enuy, and all euil ſpeaking, as new borne babes 
we deſire the ſincere milke of the word , that we may grow there- 
by. But now to examine plazesaccording to the foure gene- 
rall cauſes, the Efficient, CMateriall ,*Formall, and Fynall 
cauſe of all things, all men ſhal ſee the goodneſſe that they 
containe in them: or much rather the great cuill wherewith 
they abound, 
The Efficien The Efficient cauſe of Playes I haue allready ſhewed in 
cauſe of Plaics. ſundry places of this worke to be the Diuell , chiefely by 
his owne command, and ſecondarily heretofore by his 
hearheniſh agents, firſt the Idolatrous Greekes,and after the 
pagane Romaines , and at preſent by his Miniſters, the al- 
moſt-heatheniſh Poets. Wherefore I will inſiſt no longer 
heerein, 
The Material The CMateriall cauſe or mattet of Playes is their Sub- 
cauſe of Plaies, ject here vpon they ſpeake and entreat, and that is rwo 
| fould, either Diaune or Prophane, If Playes be of Daune 
matter, then are they moſt intollerable, or rather Sacrile- 
gioas: for that the ſacred Word of God is to be handled 
reuerently ,grauely,and ſagely, with veneration to ihe glo- 
4 rious maieſſy of God: and not with ſcoffes and iybes, or 
S. with the iefts of a Foole, as it is in enterludes without any 
worſhip or reuerence to the ſame, The word of our ſalua- 
tion, the price of Chtiſts blood, the mertits of his life and 
paſſion, the holy 1 — were not giuen to be abuſiue- 
ly acted on a Stage, but to be Preached by his Godly Mi- 
niſters; it was not giuen to be mixed and interlaced with 
ſcurtilous and yncomely geſtures, laughters, and vaine lo- 
cutions, but to be gtauely handled, and with vencratin ex- 
pounded in Gods aſſembly. In Dent. 4. 2. it is comman- 
ded to ad nothing, nor take away ought from Gods word : 
to the doets of Which in the ap of Ion Kewolation there 
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is added a mens curſe. Wherefore Whoſoeuer abuſeth 
the word of God on Stages in Playes and Entetludes, abu- 
ſech the Mateſty of God which ſhineth in the ſame, and 
maketh a mocking ſtock of him, and thereby purchaſerh 
iudgement to himſelſe. And no matuel, for the ſacred word 
of God & God himſclfe,is never to be thought on, or once 
named, but in Feate and Reuerence to the fame, All the 
whole company of Heauen, Angells, Archangells, Cheru- 
bin, Seraphin, Thrones, Dominations, Virtues, Principalli- 
ties, Poteſtates, and all powers whatſoever, yea the Diuclls 
themſelues doc tremble and quake at the naming of God, 
and at his preſence; And doe theſe mockers and flouters 
of his Maieſty, theſe diſſembling Hypecrizes, thinke to eſ- 


cape vnpuniſhed. Beware therefore you Players, Hyps- — 


crites, and like good coumpriſts caſt vp your accounts be- 
forchand, what will be your reward in the end. Abuſe God 
no more,corrupt his people no longer with your dregs,and 
entermingle not his bleſſed Word with your prophane va- 
nities. 

For in noe wiſe is it lawfull to mixe Scurrility with Di- 
uinity, nor Diuinity with Scurrility, Theapomm ming 
led Moſe: Law with his writings and was there fore ſtri- 
ken Mad. Theodittes began the like practiſe, and the Lord 
ſtrocke him Blinde. And many others attempting the like 
deuiſes were all confounded, and died miſerably : beſides 
which, what is their iudgement in the other world, the 
Lord onely knoweth. | 

On the other fide , if the matter of playes be prophane, 
thentend they tothe diſhonour of God, and nouriſhing of 
vice, both which ate damnable, So that whether they be 
divine or n , they are quite contrary to the word of 

ans ſucked Tur of the Diuils textesto nouriſh vs in I- 

; heathenry, and finne, To diſcribe the matter of 
playes, wee are to conſider the generall kindes of 
2 i mme The mat- 
| tet 


1 F 
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The ſormall 
came of Plates. 
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ter of Tragedies is haughtineſſe, arrogancy, ambition, pride, 
inmry, anger, wrath , enuy, hatred, contention, warte, 
murther, ctuelty — — inceſt, rowngs , depredations , 
piracyes, ſpoyles, robeties, rebeſſions, rreaſons , killing , 
hewing , ſtabbing, dagger-drawing, fighting, butchery, 
trechery. villany cc. and all kind of heroyick euils whatſo- 
euer. Of Comedies the matter is loue, luſt, lechery, baudry, 
ſcortation , adultery, vncleanneſſe, pollution, wantonnefle, 
chambring , courring , ieaſting, mocking , flouting ,foole. 
ry, venery drabbery, knauery .coſenage, cheating, hipo- 
criſy, flattery, and the like, And as complements and ap- 
pendants to both kindes of playes is ſwearing , curſing , 
othes , and blaſphemies , &c. 

Hence atiſeth the formall cauſe, or forme of playes, which 
eonſiſteth in the action, and in the Actors. The action 18 
two - ſould, in word, and in deede, The action in word is 
laſciuious ſpeches, idle and vaine ſcofhng. ie aſting, andfoo- 
lery , and coſenage 2 flaitery, and what ſoever els, 
ſer forth in their coullors , phraſes, and tearmes, and with 
the grace, elegancy, and luſtre of the tongue. The action 
in deede is the ſetting forth of all enormities, anc exorbi- 
tances, with the perſonaring of the doers of th - m; wirh 
falſe repteſentations, lying ſhewes, killing, ſtabbing, hang. 
ing, and fighting; actiue ſtration of coſenage, or. 
iſh enticeing, allkinde of villany, and hypocrifie; with 
embracing, clpping, culling, dandling kiſfng; all manner 
wanton geſtures , and the hke, The forme that conſiſts in 
the Actors, is the parts they play: And theſe are joyntly 
both in Tragedies and Comedies, Tiranous Kinges and 

ueenes; ambitious Potentates, Nobles, Peeres ; vniuſt 
Judges, Magiſtrates, Officers, covetousCirtrizens,ſpend-all 
Gentlemen, Gods. Goddeſſes, Fiendes , Furies, Diuells, 
Hagges, Ghoſts, Witches, Magitians, Sorcerers, Trechets, 
Murtherers,Swaggerers, Knaves,Drabs, Queatis, Whores, 
Baudes, Courtez ans, Rogues, Villames, Vagebonds, 
Theeues, Rouers, Pyrates, Coſoners, Cheaters, Brokers, 
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Ranckrupts, Hyppocrites, Sycophants, Paraſites, Flatterers, 
Talecartiers, Makebates, Lecherous old men, Amarous 
young men, Wanton maides, Laſciuious dames, Vnhoneſt 
wives; Rebells, Traytors, proud, hauty, arrogant, inceſſu- 
ous wicked perſons; Whoremaſters, Gluttons, Drunkards, 
Spend-chrifts, Fooles, Madmen, Icfters, Iybers, Flouters, 
Mockers; and finally contemoers of God, his lawes, and 
the Kinges, and blaſphemers of his holy name; with ſuch 
like of infinite variety. That if there were nothing els but 
this, it were ſufficient to withdraw a good Chriſtian from 
beholding of them. For as oſten as they goe to Theaters 
to ſee Playes, they enter into Vena: Pallace and Sathans 
Synagogue, to betray and iaſuate their owne ſouſes. And 
4 theſe Players, through the parti they act carryi 8 
the note and brand of all kinde of curled pec ple on thei 
backs, whereſoeuer they goe, ate to bee hiſſed out of all 
Chriſtian Kingdomes, if they will haue truth and not yas 
nity , Cbriſt and not the Divell to dwell among them. 
The fin ul cauſe or end of Playes particulerly toucheth 
their vſe and qualities, wherein I am to anfwer three 
maine obiections. P, 

The firſt obiection is, that they inſtruct men hat vices 
to auoid, hat ordinances to obſerue, what enormities to 
aban don, & what vertues to imbrace, Which M. Aclor pre- 
tendeth to bee the finall cauſe why the Greokes admit ted 
Playes in their common- wealth, and ich I promiſed in 
my firſt Book part iculerly to anſwer and refute, Therefore 
let him know that God onely gaue authority of publi 
inſtruction and correction but to two ſorts of men: to his 
Eccleſtaſticall Miniſters, and temporal M agiſtrates: hee ne- 


uer initituted a third authotity of Players, or ordained 


that they ſhould ſerue in his Miniſtry: and theretot e are 
they 4 reiected with their vſe and quality. As concer- 
ning their Miniſteriall vſe, God requiteth no ſuch thing at 
their hands, that they {ſhould rake i em: ¶ But it is 
the D. uells craft , who 2 2 ul change himſelfe in- 
* to 


The Finall 
cauſe of Plaies 
The þ-ftobi | 
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to an Angel! of Light, that is will colourably ſeeme to in- 
duce to good, when his intention is to ſeduce, inſnare, and 
intrappe hly ſoules in inexp.icable euills. But what God 
dot h not tequire them to doe is pertormed according to 
the ptauity ot their owne nature, and not his wil. And it is 
a horrible abhomination for thoſe { whom Chreſt hach 
not put into his Vineyard) to preſume to bee labou- 
rers therein. For Chriſt will haue none; but whom humſelfe 
through his holy ſpitit ſhall ſancti fie for that end. And 
therefore Ls 10. 2. he teacheth vs to pray tie Lord of the 
barneft (which is himiclfe) ro ſend forth labourers into his 
herueſt, Shall wee then pray him to ſend forth Players? no 
they belong no to his publique miniſtry, God gaue autho- 
rity to inlfruct and preach, to correRt and anathema, 
tize, which is the keyes of heauen , onely to the Apoſtles 
and their luccefſors, and not to Players; For it is ynlawtull 
to calt peatles before Swine, The Muiſters of Chriſt muſt 
Ve the word of God in their mouthes, and therewith im- 
proue, rebuke, and exhort ; and may Players doe ſo? ne it 
were molt impious,as I haue ſhewed betore, to mixe Diui- 
nity with ſcurrility on the ſtage, As concerning publique 
Magiltracy, Players haue no authority in their entetludes: 
they haue no law to cauſe men to fly that which is euill, and 
to follow that which is good, Magiſtrates are {ent of God, 
1. Per. 2. 14. for the puniſhment of cui'l doers, and for the 
, praiſe of chem that do well. And as the Miniſtry is, ſo is the 
Magiſtracy the ordinance of God; to which he hath added 
the good lawes for iuttruction & the {word forcorreRion. 
But hath God inſtuuted any ſuch auth rity and liberty re 
Player? .no;tor Ram. 13. 1.T here ts no power but of God, and 
* that be ordamed of God. But Playes were ordained 
by, & dedicated to the Diuell, which is enemy to God and 
al goodnes, Aud ful ſory would he be that any (as never yet 
any did) ſhould bene by a Play: ſot it he could haue bur 
thought ſo, he would a euet at firſt hau e inſtituted them. 
And ſo to conclude b layers aſſume an valawfull office to 
thernſeiues of inſtruction and correction: and therefore ir 
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b:cometh fin vnto them, becauſe God neuer ordained them 
vnto it, which is the reaſon that never any profited in good. 
nes but in wickednes by them. This is ſufficient to refute 
the firii obiection. But becauſe this opinion of the vſe of 
playes was but the ſuppobtionot the heathen Greeks I will 


further convince it with the authority & tcaſons of an hea- Fiume 
then man, ſpeaking of the licemious liberty of Poets and , — % 
Players tongues, faith thus: bonn did not the Poet tough, r 


nay bens did he not ve xe, whom ſpared he? Perhaps ſaith one, 
he quipt a ſorte of wicked, vulgar, Jeditions fellawes , ar were 
Cleo, Clitophon a Hyperbolus: bat it were fitter for ſuck 
fan tobetaxed by the Cenſor, then by the Poet, And it was 
wo more decent that Pericles ſhould be ſnuſfed at, hauing many 
ares gonerned the Citty ſo well, beth in peace and warre, then 
forowr P autus er Næuius 20 deride Publius er Cneius Scipio, 
er for Cæcilius ta mock Marcus Cato. Heere hee ſhewes 
that not onely the cull, but the good alſo are ſubicR to the 


bietet mallice of Comedians, worthy therefore to bee re... 


jected. And againe a little after faith hee, Our 12. Tables 
haumg ordained but a very few thinges uppen paine of 
death, yet thought it good to ef1ablilh this for one of ar 4 few; 
that nonethoul4 write or alt any verſe deregatius tothe good 
name of any one, or preiudiciail unto manners, Excellently well; 
For aur lines aug bi net to bee the ſubiecti for Poets to play vpe 
pon, but for lawfull Magiftracy, & throughly in formed iuſtice 
to indge t pon. Hee proceedeth further in his diſcourſe, and 
in fine concludeth thus, That the ancient Romans diſliked 
that any chould be ether praiſed or diſpraiſed vpon the Rage, 
This now is holy enough to confound the firſt, aud grand 
cheefe obieQion, For fu it ſhewes the licenciouſneſſe of 
Poets pennes, and Playerstongues in nipping at men both 
good and bad; And that ſuch faultes as are reprehended 
on the ftage, were better to bee raxed by the Cenſhꝝ And 
that che ancient Romans capitis diminivtione made g; law to 

teſſe the Jeudnes of Poeisand ſlagerito: becauſe the Jaw 
it lelfe we re ſufficient by the power of Magiſtracy to plagt 
vertue, and luſtice it ſelſe of ſufficient force to io ot out v ce. 
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The fecond The ſecond obiection is the vulgar opinion of Adlers, 
Obi. andthe moſt part of their prophane auditors, ſome whereof 
I haue even heard with mine owne eares to pronounce and 
SI affirme : Plaics to be as good, or may doe as much good, as 
Somme a fo Sermons are,or way doe, Oh blaſphemy intollerable ! Are 
— —1 7 obſczne Plaies, and filthy Enterludes comparable to the 
ſuffertd on the word of God, the food of life, and life it ſelfe? Iris all one 
Sabbad, a day as if they had ſaid, Baudry,Heathency, Paganiſme, Scutti- 
fele# wi reis ſity, and Diuelty, it ſelfe is equall with Gods Word: Or that 
fo der ted. gatban is equipo ent with the Lord, God hath ordayned 
his bleſſed word, and made it the ordinary meanes of our 
Saluation: the Diuell hath inferred the other as the ordi- 
nary meanes of our deſtruction. God hath ſer his holy Word 
and Miniſters to inſtruct vs in the way of Life: the Diuell 
inſtituted Plaies and Actors to ſeduce vs into the way of 
Death: and will they yet compare the one with the other? 
Ifhe be accurſed that calleth Light Datkneſſe , and Dark- 
neſſe Light; Truth Falſhood, and Falſhood Truth; then a 
ortieri, is he accurſed that ſaith Plaies and Enter|udes are 
quiualent with Sermons , or compareth Comedies and 
Tragedies to the Word of God, whereas there is no miſ- 
chiefe, almoſt, which they maintaine not. For doe they not 
nouriſh Idleneſſeꝰ and Otia dent Vitia, Iuleneſſe is the Mo- 
ther of Vice, and many vitious Perſons when they know 
not how any longer to be idle, for variety of Idleneſſe goe 
to ſee Plaies. Doe they not draw the people from hearing 
the Word of God, and Godly Lectures? For you ſhall have 
them flock thick and three. fould to the Play-houſes, and 
withall Celerity make ſpeed to enter in them, leaſt they 
ſhould not get place ncere enough vato the Stage(ſoprone 
and ready are they to euill;) when the Temple of God 
— 2 ſhall remaine bare and empty. And thoſe that will neuer 
chen , come at Sermons will flow thither apace: the reaſon is be- 
P)- cauſe the way that leadeth to life is Narrow,and few that 
E that Path: but the way that leadeth to deſtruction is 
e, and many finde it. And this ſheweth they W 
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of God, whorefuſe to heere his word: but of the Diuell 
whoſe exerciſes they goe to viſite. Doe they not teach 
Cheating and Coſenage , by publiſhing their tricks of 
Knauery ? Doe they not in(irut in Chambering and Won- 
tonneſſe, by (hewing how to court and congie ? Doe they 
not inſinuate Baudry, Act Foolery, and renew the remem- 
brance of Heathen [dolatry ? Doe they not induce Whore. 
dome, and vncleanefſe? nay; are they not rather plaine 
devourers of Maidenly Virginity and Chaſticy? For proofe 
whereof but marke the madding and running to Theaters 
and Curtaines, daily and hourely ,night and day, time and 
ryde , to ſee Playes and Enterludes, Where ſuch wanton 
geſtures, ſuch diſhoneſt ſpeeches , ſuch laughing and flee- 
ring, ſuch lipping and kiſſing, ſuch clipping and culling, 
fuch luſtfull paſſions, ſuch wine king and glancing of on- 
ton eies and the like is vſed, as is wonderfuland exceeding 


ſhamefull to behold, Then theſe goodly Pageants being The 

done, every one ſorte th to his mate, — another ne 
home.ward of their way: then begin chey to the 
laſciuious acts »nd ſpeeches they haue heard, and thereby 
infe&rheir minde with wicked paſſions, ſo that in their 
ſecret conclaues they play the Sodomirs, or worſe. And 
theſe for the moſt part are the ſruits of Play es. 

The third obiection is, that many good may 
be learned out of them. And truely ſo there may; For if you The third Oh... 
will learne to doe any eulll, sxilfully, cunningly, couertly, ten wh 
or artificially , you need goenoe other where then to the — berg is 
Theater: If you will learne falſhood if you will learnecoſe- P 4 
nage, if you r — dealing, if you — 4 
to deceive, | wil fearnero the hippocrite, 
phane, asp dane dae, if — to cog ze. 
lye, and falfifie, if you will learne to ieſt, laugh end fleere, 
to grinne, nodde, and mow: if you will learne to play the 
Vice, to curſe, ſweare, teare, and blaſpheme bork heauen 
und earth, in all Bades and diverfities of othes; if you-will 
learne to play the Baud ot courteſan, to polure your ſelfc, 
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to deuirginate maides, to defloure wiues, ot to rauiſh wid- 
dowes by inticing them to luſt, if you will learne to drabbe 
and ſtabbe, to murther, kill, and lay; if you will learne to 
picke, ſteale, rob, and toue, if youwilllearne to rebell a- 
ainſt Princes, cloſely ro carry treaſons, to conſume trea- 
fares, to practiſe idlene ſſe, to ſing and talke of filthy loue 
and yenery}, it you will learne to deride, quippe, ſcorne, 
ſcofte, mock, and flout, to flatter and ſmoth, if you will 
learne to play the Diuell, the ſwaggerer, the whoremaiſter, 


the glutton, thedrunkard, the injurious ot inceituous per- 


ſon, if you v ill ieatne to become proud, haughty, and ar- 
rogant: Finally if you wil learn to contemne God & all his 
lawes, to care neithet for heauen nor hell, and to commit 
all kind of ſinne and miſcheefe with ſecteſie and att, you 
need notgoe to any other choole, far all theſe good ex- 
amples may you ſee painted before your eyes in enterludes 
and playes. Wherefore that manthat giueth mony for the 
maintenance of them, muſt needs incurte the danger of 


A "uit jr» preammnire that is ſeuere iudgement except they repent. For 


the Apofile biddeth'vs beware leaſt wee communicate with 
other mens ſiones, and this their doing is not onely to com- 
municate with other mens ſinnes, and maintaine euill to 
the deſtruction of chemſelues and many others, but alſo a 
maintaining of a great ſort of idle and buzzing drones, to 
ſucke vp and deuoure the good hony, he: ev pon the poore 
bees ſhould liue. And therefore let all Players and founders 
of Playes, as they render the ſaluation of their owne ſoules, 
and others, leaue off that curſed kind of life, and betake 
themſclues to ſuch honeſt exerciſes and godly mitterjes, as 
God hath commandedin his word to get their liuing with- 
all, For who will call him a wiſe man that playeththe foole 
and the vice? Who can call him a good Chriſtian that play- 
eth the part of a Diuell the ſworne enemy of Chiiſt? who 
can call him a iuſt man that playeth the diſſembling hypo- 
.crite? who can call him a ſtraight dealing man, that playeth 
a coſoners tricke : and fo of all che teſt. The wiſe 3 
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aſhamed to play the foole, hut Playeis will ſeemo to bee 
ſuch ia pubhque view to all ihe World : a good Chriſtian 
hateth the Diuell; but Players will become artiſiciall IN. 
uels excellently well; a iuſt man cannot indure h ify; 
but all tne acts of Players, is dilfimulation , and 2 
name of Player (Vi neſſe the Apology it ſelle) is &ypacyre: 
a mu dealing man cannot indure deceipt, but Players get 
their bange; craft and coſenage. For what greater chea- 
ting can there be. then for money to render charwhichts 
not1 s worth. Then ſering they are fooles;jartificiall o/ wat ſore 
Diuells, hypocrites and coſeners; moſt euident ic is that / men Ple yo 
their Art is not for Chriſtians to exerciſe, as being Gaby. n bc. 
licall, and themie lues infamous: ſuch indeed avthieLacede- 
montant had, and we allo haue great reaſon to exirude out 
of our common wealth, for they are Idle, vicious, aiſho- 
neſt, malicious, peiudiciall and vnprofitable to the ſame. 
They are Idle, for they can take no paynes, they know not 
how to wor ke, nor in any lawſull calling to get their huing: 
but to auoid labour and worke, like braue and noble beg - 
gers, they ſtand to take of euecy one that comes to 
ſee them loytet and play. Hence it is that they are Vicious; 
for idleneſle is the mother of vice, and they cannot exerciſe 
che it offices but in vices, andtrecting of and wich vicious + 
men. They we diſhoneſt ; for they get not to cate by doe- 
ing good works, but by ſpeaking filthy, vile, and di 
words. They are malicious; ſor they ate aceuſtomed, either 
for their friends or themſelues, when they loue not a man 
to ſpeake euill of him : and —— ynder hand to mock 
flout at any: They are preiudiciall and vnprofitable to 
the — — 8 coſen and mock vs with 
vaine wordes, and wee pay them good mony, But now 
to draw to the end and concluſion of my diſcourſe, I will 
but only deſcribe briefely and in few wordes, ho for the 
moſt part they ate which.runne madding vnto 
In generall the vulgar ſort, in whom, Cicero pro Plans. faith 
was 65} W _ 
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ſell; reaſon; at diſeretion But to 


particularize ſome - 
monſt all. The prophane gallant to feed bis pteaſure; the 


y 


Cirty dames to laugh at their owne ſhames* the Country 


 Clowne to tell wonders hen hee comes home of the vi- 
uities he hath ſc ene, the baudes to intice, rhe whores and 


courtezans to ſet themſelues to falegrhe curpurſe to ſteale, 
the pickpocket to fileh, the knane to be inſtructed in more 
coſoning trickes,youth to learne amorous conceits, ſome 
for one wicked purpoſe, ſome for another: none to an 
good intent, but all fruitleſſy ro miſpend their time. Bur 
among any others that goe to the Theaters, when ſhall 
you ſee an ancient eittxen, a chaſt matron, a modeſt maid, 
a graue Senat or. a wiſe Magiſtrate, a iuſt Tudge, a godly 
Preacher, a religious man not blinded in ignorance, bur 
making coaſcience of his wayes? you half nevet ſee any 
of thels men at Playes, for they count it ſhamefull and ig- 
eh euen an act of teproch that may redound vnto 
em. 
A Then toconclude all, ſeeing Playes are che inſtitution 
of the Diuell hiniſeſſe, and ihe prachee of Heathen peo. 
— nouzeled in ignorance: ſting they took original from 
aganiſme , aud were dedicated to their Idol-Gods , as 
now alſo they ate the houſe, age and apparel to Vr, 
the muſicke to Apollo, the penning to Minerua, the ſongs 
to the Muſes, the action and pronounciation to Mercærj: 
ſecing they are inriche with fables, lies, diſhoneſties and 
all kind of knaueries: ſecing the actots of them haue been 
counted ignominious, and in all ages by the beft men 
branded with infamy: ſeeing by the wrſe(t men they haue 
beene expeld out of their common wealth, and efteemed 
25 vagabonds, corrupters of good manners, ſubuerters of 
religion in peoples heartes, and ſeducers of men to de- 
ſtruction: ſeeing by ſome they haue not berne admitted 
to the Lords able: ſeeing their action both in word and 
deed is to be abhord: ſeeing they carry the note & brane 
of all kind of curſed people on their backs: ſeeing the? 
We 
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are idle d ; and pr: id eo the © - ho p4 | 
ſeeing node of the beſt ſort will freque © thei e | 

for very ſhame: ſcemg the theater is Sathans nag ue 
and the diuells owne houſe : ſeeing Playes haue beene 
condemned. by Pagans and. Chriftians - by Synods and 
Counſells , by ancient Fathers and late Wyjrers, by both 
the old and new Teſtamente ſeeing their ſubie & and mat- 
ter is nothing but filthineſſe and villany: ſeeing they are 
full of abuſes, againſt which ſundry places of Scripture do 
teſtifye: ſeeing = them can bee learned no good, but 
any euill that wickedhes ca / deſite. Then doe I earneſtly 
intreat euery one, as they loue their one ſoul es, to deteſt 
and abandon them. As for thofe which will yet remaine 
in blindneſle, or preſume to go to Sathans Sanctuary, in 
hope there to learne any good, let them conſider in how 


1 


palpable darkeneſle they wander, while they forſake the 


teuth and cleaue to fables, like ynto whom the Apoſtle 
mentioneth ſome in his 2. Epiſt to Tim. 4. 2. where hee 
thus exhorteth. Timothy. Preach the word, bee inflant in 
ſeaſon and ont of ſenſon, imyprone, rebuke, exhort, with all 
long ſuffering and doctrine, For the time will come when 
they will not ſuffer who/ſome Dole , but haning their 
cares itching , ſhall after their owne (uftes get them aheape 
of teachers, aud [hall turne their eares from the truth and 
be 'ginen wnts fables. And finally let me intreat eue one 
that will reclaime themſclues from Play es, for the furthe- 
rance and execution of their good thought and intention, 
to beate this Sermon of Saint Paw! in theit mind. Epbeſ. 
4. 17. This I ſay and teſtifie in the Lord, that yee henceforth 
wallke not as other Gentiles walks, in vanty of their mind, ha- 
ning their 2 darkened, and bec ing ſtrangers from the 
1 owgh the ig norance that is m them becauſe of 
the hardnes of their heart, h AT Sogn 


tbemſolues unto wantonnes, to workg all yncleannes enen 
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